The City Council of the City of Taylor met on November 14, 2002, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska


Council member Tim Mikeska 

Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Hill and a second by Council member Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Approve minutes from October 22, 2002 and October 28, 2002 meetings.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION STUDY

Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the transportation study is a collaborative effort between Williamson County, CARTS, TxDOT and area cities.  The purpose of the study is to evaluate and determine opportunities for public transportation in Williamson County.  The study is a five year public transportation plan which includes an assessment of needs and travel patterns, review of existing service, and development of service alternatives.

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT PERMIT FEE

Williamson County & Cities Health District presented a recommendation to increase permit/inspection fees currently charged by WCCHD, including restaurants and mobile food units.  Fees have not been increased since 1993.  Because the cost of conducting inspections has risen due to increases in salaries and benefits, cost of gas and auto maintenance, and general overhead costs these fees no longer cover the cost of conducting food establishment inspections.  

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve the recommendation of fee increases as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska abstained.  Motion Passed.

TEXAS CAPITAL FUND CONTRACT NO. 719132/ALLIANCE CHEMICAL – CLOSE OUT PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing to allow citizens an opportunity to express their views on the Texas Capital Fund Contract No.719132 – Alliance Chemical.  TEDC Director John Nelson presented a summary of utility cost for Mustang Creek Industrial Park where Alliance Chemical is located.  No other citizens spoke.  Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

MINIMUM SITE AND LOT AREA, PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS – AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-42

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing to discuss an amendment to Zoning Ordinance No. 201-17 to change minimum site area, minimum lot area, property development standards, and submission to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Developer Todd Routh stated that if the city increases the minimum square footage for a lot in an R-1 Single-Family zone from 6,000 square feet to 8,500 square feet, that would effectively stop affordable housing being built in Taylor.  Council discussed Mr. Routh’s objections.  Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-42.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE II, RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, SECTION 2.7, R-1, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND SECTION 2.7.3, PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS; ARTICLE IV, PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS, SECTION 2.17.4, MINIMUM SITE AREA AND SECTION 2.17.5, MINIMUM LOT AREA; AND CHAPTER 8, SECTION 8.1.2, SUBMISSION TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION.

ACCEPT SPECIFIC LOTS IN ROB ROY SUBDIVISION

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to accept Block F, Lots, 4, 5, and 6 of Rob Roy Subdivision and allow building permits to be issued and further accept Block G, Lots 7 and 8 upon city approval of the public improvements.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CEMETERY LAND LEASE BID AWARD

Mr. Jerry Galnor and Mr. Gary Richter submitted bids for a lease of approximately 41.46 acres of land located on the Parthinia Coursey Survey, Abstract No. 131 at 1605 E. Fourth Street (adjacent to the City Cemetery).  The lease is for a twelve-month period commencing on January 1, 2003 with the option to renew on a one-year term on an annual basis.

Council member Maruska made a motion to award the cemetery land lease to Gary Richter for $1,661.16 per year but not allow livestock on the property.  And, if Mr. Richter does not accept the “no livestock” requirement, the bid would go to Mr. Galnor.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales voted NO.  Motion Passed.

PEDDLER’S ORDINANCE NO. 2002-38 – INTRODUCE

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-38.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, PROVIDING REGULATIONS FOR PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, OR FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION WHICH GOVERNS PUBLIC HEALTH OR SANITATION WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED BY PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

SAFE ROUTE TO SCHOOL GRANT

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the city and TISD board had agreed to apply for a Safe Route to School grant to assist with the construction of an underpass on Loop 397 to assist children in getting to the Middle School and the future county park.  The City’s portion of the $5,940.00 engineering fee needed for the grant is $2,970.00 for a possible $ 500,000.00 grant.

A motion was made by Council member Maruska to authorize payment of $2,970.00 to cover the city’s portion of the engineering fee.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPOINTMENTS

Council member Maruska moved to appoint Mike Aplin to a two year term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:02 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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