CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 6, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of April 10, 2003 and April 22, 2003. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Ordinance No. 2003-15 – Zoning change on property described as W. J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65, being a 20.54-acre tract on State Highway 95 and Farm-to-Market Road 397 from Rural/Agriculture (R/A) District to Local Business (B-1) District.  (Bob) This zoning, if approved, would allow HEB to construct a new store.

3. Ordinance No. 2003-16 – Zoning change on property described as W. J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65, being a 25.317 acre tract on State Highway 95 and Farm-to-Market Road 397 from Rural/Agriculture (R/A) to Local Business (B-1) District with a specific use permit for incidental or accessory retail or service uses (minor auto repair).  (Bob) This zoning, if approved, would allow Wal-Mart to construct a new super center.

4. Canvas results from May 3, 2003 District 3 council election.  (Mayor)

5. Present Plaque of Appreciation to Council Member Jeffrey M. Berger.  (Mayor Pro Tem)

6. Administer oath of office to unopposed District 2 Council Member candidate Bernabe Gonzales and District 3 elected Council Member.  (City Clerk)

7. Elect a Mayor.  (City Attorney Hejl)

8. Elect a Mayor Pro Tem.  (Mayor)

9. Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center request for funds.  (Charles) Charles and I have agreed that $5,000 is available from the contingency funds within the non-departmental section of the budget if Council wishes to assist the Advocacy Center. I recommend Ted draft an agreement for your consideration prior to the transfer of funds.

10. Taylor Economic Development Corporation Board appointments. Don Hill and Andy Littlejohn are interested in being reappointed. We have applications from Christine Lopez, Johnny Leschber, Rod Stone, James Qualls and Johnny Mikeska. 

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – May 2, 2003

AIRPORT – JHL Construction has completed of the airport expansion project.  

AMERICAN LEGION HALL – I am still waiting on the American Legion and the Jaycees to submit a proposal on the future use of the Hall. 

ANNUAL STREET SEAL-COATING – Staff is bidding the 2003 seal-coating project and will have the bid award on the May 27th agenda for your consideration.

BRA (Brazos River Authority) CONTRACT – Staff presented our comments on the draft contract for the purchase of the water treatment plant to the BRA staff on April 23rd. They will be putting together a final draft that staff will review before presenting to Council. City and BRA staffs met at the plant this week to inventory the items that might be sold with the plant. A meeting was also held with the City plant personnel to discuss the possible sale of the plant and transfer of the employees from the City to BRA.

BUDGET (2003-2004) – Staff will begin the budget process next week with a Department Head budget orientation meeting.

CEMETERY SIGNS AND GATES – Casey submitted a picture to you at the last meeting detailing where we wanted to locate signs and gates at the City cemetery. We plan to move forward on the construction and installation of the gates and signs. Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any questions or concerns.

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Todd Routh advised me that his contractor, Smetana Construction, should begin work the week of May 12th on the drainage structure between T.H. Johnson and Crystal Circle. His contractor advised the special pipe needed to complete the project will not arrive until the 12th. It should take a few weeks to complete the work.

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – The Komatsu contract was signed after the last Council meeting. They will now study the fire station and library expansion/remodel or new construction as recommended by the Facilities Review Committee. Komatsu will meet in Taylor with staff next week. The Committee will meet again on May 19th to discuss the Public Works facilities.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Casey and David met with the private utility companies yesterday and discussed the relocation of their utilities in North, Howard and Sloan. They were advised that we plan to bid North Drive in June. Casey and David walked Sloan Street last week with PBS&J Engineering so they can complete construction documents.

MURPHY PARK POOL – City crews completed the installation of the “French drain” system around the pool. The drain system has started to alleviate the ground water around the pool. Another leak was found in the surge tank. We will be bringing in a diver to pressure test lines, conduct a dye test and patch the cracks. I will be paying for the repairs out of the funds set aside for the grounds maintenance contract ($24,000).

OLD MURPHY PARK PAVILLION – Staff would like to remove the structure from the concrete slab. We will have some cost in hauling off the debris but either City crews can remove the building or volunteers (Jaycees) might assist with the removal. Let me know if you have any concerns with the removal.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans, formerly Terra Design, submitted final construction plans and David Simons reviewed them. Preliminary review of the plans does not look good. Casey and David have asked for a meeting next week with Gould Evans (Terra Design) to discuss the issues. Gould Evans has not responded on the request for a meeting.

PROPERTY ACQUISITION FROM TXDOT – The Transportation Commission approved the return of land along Hwy. 95 and East Lake Drive to the City of Taylor. Kokel Appraisals completed their appraisal of the 2-acre tract at the above-mentioned intersection. The appraisal was in the amount of $435,000.00 for the 2-acre tract. Staff is moving forward with the platting of the property and the permit from TxDOT for a driveway entrance.

REGIONAL WASTEWATER LIFT STATION – Staff has completed the surveying needed for the regional lift station. Staff met with the HEB engineers and discussed the lift station sizing. We are currently working with H.E.B., TEDC and an adjacent property owner to design and construct the regional lift station in the Turkey Creek basin. 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING – Bob is working with the Planning & Zoning Commission to develop multiple residential zoning districts. 

TRUCK ROUTE – Mike Schultz, from TxDOT, advises he found a problem with the existing signage at Hwy. 79 and Hwy. 95 intersection. He is trying to address all of the signage around Taylor at one time. He advised it would probably be another two weeks before he completes the details and submits them to his supervisor for approval. After approval, he will forward the work order and details to the local maintenance facility for sign installation.
