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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on June 24, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Tim Mikeska


Absent:  Council members John McDonald and Mayor Donald R. Hill

              City Attorney Ted Hejl

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Mikeska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of May bills.

*ABANDON RIGHT-OF-WAY AT EAST LAKE DRIVE AND HIGHWAY 95 - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-21

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ABANDONING A 0.241 ACRE RIGHT-OF-WAY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT ‘A’ ATTACHED TO THIS ORDINANCE AND INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE HEREIN ALONG A SEGMENT OF STATE HIGHWAY 95 AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF EAST LAKE DRIVE AND STATE HIGHWAY 95

IESI QUARTERLY REPORT
IESI Division Manager Glenn Swisher presented IESI’s quarterly report on the solid waste contract.  Council member Gonzales felt that the brush and limb collection was still a problem and that the maximum five cubic yards for no charge was to small.  Mr. Swisher stated that they encourage people to bundle as all bundled brush, without limit, has been picked up on the normal trash day with no charge.  If we can inform the citizens and educate them about this, then we are less likely to have tree trimmers leaving whole trees for the citizens to have to pay to dispose of.  IESI has published ads in the Taylor paper on two different days to try and get the word out. 

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska thanked IESI for a job well done and keep up the good work.

BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY CONTRACT TO PURCHASE WATER TREATMENT PLANT

A draft contract was presented to the Council.  In negotiating the terms of the contract, considerations from the City’s side were focused on future costs to the City’s customers, protection of the rights of City employees that would be affected, control over the quantity and quality of the water to be supplied, as well as its total cost to the City.  Staff is asking the Council for direction as to how we proceed from here.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska said he would like to have a brochure developed for the citizens with the pros and cons of selling the water plant spelled out and hold two public hearings in the next few months.  Radio interviews could be conducted and coverage in the newspaper and City Manager’s newsletter.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT AGREEMENT  

Council member Gonzales made a motion to approve the City Economic Development Grant Agreement with Temple College at Taylor Foundation to assist the Foundation with the cost of renovation for the TCAT building, and provide equipment, facilities and personnel for a nursing program from available City funds in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars.  The sum of five thousand dollars shall be paid on or before October 15, 2003 and five thousand dollars shall be paid annually on or before the same date until the full amount of the grant is paid in accordance with this Agreement.   Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ABANDON ALLEY ADJACENT TO 406 TALBOT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-8

Community Development Director Bob Van Til presented Ordinance No. 2003-8 requesting the closure of an alley adjacent to 406 Talbot running east and west between Fourth and Fifth Street submitted by Eric Weinrich and Mike Bass.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska read a letter presented by adjacent property owners Tom Bullion, Harvey Patschke and Donna Purkey stating their opposition to the closure of the alley.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion not to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-8.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Two voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales voted NO.  Motion Passed.

H.E.B. UTILITY CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT AMENDMENT

City Manager Frank Salvato presented the amendment to the H.E.B. Utility Construction Agreement.  This amendment deals with the issuance of a building permit prior to the acceptance of public infrastructure by the Council.  Staff feels that commercial development is a little different than residential development in that the end user is usually the developer.  In residential development, the developer is not the end user.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to approve the H.E.B. Utility Construction Agreement amendment.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

Mayor Don Hill joined the meeting and presided over the remainder of the meeting.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – USE OF UTILITY CUSTOMERS NAMES 

Chamber Director Shanta Kuhl said that the Chamber receives a list of new utility customers each month from the City.  The Chamber uses the list to mail a “Welcome Wagon” type postcard to new residents.  Ms. Kuhl is asking approval from the Council to charge Chamber members a fee for access to this list that the Chamber creates in an Excel format.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the use of the list as presented.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CERTIFICATE OF INSTALLATION AND USE OF VIDEO UNITS

Police Chief Jeff Straub stated that the Texas Department of Public Safety Law Enforcement Agency requires the Council to authorize the City Manager and Chief of Police to sign and forward a certificate to DPS confirming the installation and use of the video cameras.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to authorize the City Manager and Chief of Police to sign the certificate of installation as presented.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE: Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REPAIR PARK BENCHES IN HERITAGE SQUARE

Main Street Manager Robbie Jones asked the Council for authorization to spend $300 from the Main Street Festival Fund to paint and repair park benches in Heritage Square.  A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to authorize the use of $300 from the Main Street Festival Fund for paint and repair of park benches in Heritage Square.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE. Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.087, Texas Government Code, the Taylor City Council adjourned into Executive Session at 6:57 p.m. to discuss economic development negotiations with ERCOT.

Council resumed the public meeting at 7:26 p.m.  No action was taken on Executive Session.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 7:27 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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