The City Council of the City of Taylor met on January 9, 2003, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill

City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska


Council member Tim Mikeska 


Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES - Approve minutes from December 9, 2002 and December 17, 2002 meetings.

JAYCEES USE OF MURPHY PARK

Council member Mikeska made a motion to allow the Jaycees the use of Murphy Park for the 2003 season for various functions.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

WAIVE IMPACT FEES FOR HOUSING AUTHORITY

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that after reviewing the Taylor Housing Authority’s (THA) request to waive impact fees for its Sunset Housing Development, staff realized the THA is not subject to impact fees, while developers building homes on lots purchased from the THA are subject to impact fees.  Mr. Salvato said that waiving fees for developers would set a precedent the city couldn’t support.  Taylor Housing Authority Director Steve Shorts said the THA would withdraw its request.

RICE PARK, INC. ZONING CHANGE - PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-1

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing for comments on a zoning change application submitted by Rice Park, Inc. for owners Douglas, Randall and Bobby Schernik for property described as William J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65, 38.21 acre tract on Mallard Lane from Rural/Agriculture (R-A) District to Single Family (R-1) District.

Ed Komandosky said he lives near the proposed development and asked the city to make sure that Jason Drive be extended to Mallard Lane.  Mr. Komandosky said he was not opposed to the zoning request or the proposed subdivision.  City Manager Frank Salvato said the Jason Drive issue would be addressed during the platting approval process.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-1.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT 65, BEING A 38.21 ACRE TRACT ON MALLARD LANE FROM RURAL/ AGRICULTURE (R-A) DISTRICT TO SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT AND APPROVE A VOLUNTARY DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT

Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

CEMETERY ORDINANCE NO. 2002-43

Council member Maruska made a motion to adopt Cemetery Ordinance No. 2002-43 and allow twelve (12) inch by twenty-four (24) inch footstone markers placed flush with the ground.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ADOPTING RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY CEMETERY, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A REPEALER CLAUSE”

PARADE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-37

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to adopt Parade Ordinance No. 2002-37.  Second by Council member Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS PROVIDING REGULATIONS FOR ISSUANCE OF PARADE PERMITS; REVOCATION OF PARADE PERMITS: DENIAL OF PARADE PERMITS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hill and seconded by Council member Gonzales to reappoint Don McAlister and William Maxwell to three year terms on the Planning and Zoning Commission and hold on the reappoint of Martin Conrardy because staff could not contact him prior to the meeting.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MAIN STREET ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Council member Maruaka moved to appoint Tessa Streit, Dean Threadgill and Michael Fagan to the Main Street Advisory Board and to fill terms as necessary.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY WATER TREATMENT PLANT PROPOSAL

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented Brazos River Authority’s (BRA) proposal to purchase the water treatment plant.  Issues to be considered include the economics of the proposal in terms of future costs to the city’s customers, protection of the rights of City employees that might be effected, as well as control over the reliability of the quantity and quality of the water to be supplied and its cost to the city.

BRA proposes to acquire the existing City of Taylor Water Treatment Plant and Intake Structure and assume operations and maintenance.  The Authority would assume full, unconditional ownership and responsibility to operate and expand the facility and add customers at its discretion.

The proposed benefits to the city were derived using the following assumptions of BRA’s plan to own, operate and expand the city’s existing water treatment facility and intake structure.

1. BRA would acquire title to the facility with a debt refunding payment to the City of $5,100,000 which includes $235,00 for present value loss.

2. BRA would relieve the city from its annual raw water obligation. For FY ‘04, the city’s required raw water payment would be $341,000 of which it is estimated to represent an overpayment of $236,244.  Without BRA’s participation, Taylor’s FY ‘04 effective rate for water is projected to be $130.21 per acre foot.

3. BRA would provide a “Take or Pay” contract to the city and guarantee ample quantities of treated water.  The cost of water to the city would remain constant for five year periods.  The proposed cost of water for years 2004-2009 would be $1.20 per 1,000 gallons.

The Council consensus was to have staff continue to work with BRA representatives to put together a draft contract document and submit to Council for further discussion.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:12 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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