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(February 13, 2003 Council meeting)

Agenda Item #: 7

Department: Community Development

Resolution / Ordinance # 2003-4

Agenda Title: Proposed Large Lot Code Enforcement Policies 

	1. DESCRIPTION/JUSTIFICATION


Staff prepared several recommendations for code enforcement of large tracts of land. In addition, staff also recommended several clarifications in the existing code.

A “large tract of land” is defined as:

1. A tract of land greater than 5 acres or the sum of several contiguously owned tracts of land amounting to more than 5 acres, or

2. The land is being used for agricultural purposes, and

3. The land has an agricultural exemption

These tracts of land are exempt from the regulations pertaining to height of grass, depth of underbrush, and the tree trimming requirements. Following the last Council meeting, staff amended the requirements for “exempt” or large tracts of land. The proposed ordinance now requires that the property owner must maintain a ten foot strip in accordance with section 18-26 (12” grass, 18” underbrush, tree trimming requirements)  from any property line shared with a developed residential subdivision. The requirement to maintain the property in accordance with section 18-26, 25 feet from the pavement edge of a public thoroughfare remains unchanged.

The clarifications include the definition of grass height (12”), underbrush depth (18”), tree trimming requirements (7’ from natural grade, 12’ from top of curb or edge of pavement), and a requirement that property owners are responsible for the maintenance of the property between their property and the street. A definition of “parkway” was added, which was previously omitted.

	2. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not evaluated

	3. RECOMMENDATION


Staff recommends approval of the attached ordinance. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by contacting me at 352-5990 or via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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