The City Council of the City of Taylor met on January 28, 2003, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill

City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska


Council member Tim Mikeska 


Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES - Approve minutes from January 9, 2003 meeting.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of December bills.

*RICE PARK, INC. ZONING CHANGE (SCHERNIK PROPERTY) - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT 65, BEING A 38.21 ACRE TRACT ON MALLARD LANE FROM RURAL/AGRICULTURE (R-A) DISTRICT TO SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT AND APPROVE A VOLUNTARY DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT

MAIN STREET MANAGER

Community Development Director Bob van Til introduced new Main Street Manager Robbie Jones.

SPECIFIC USE PERMIT – DAY CARE – 2911 MONICA LANE – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-2

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing for comments on a specific use permit application submitted by Bretttne Roithner to operate a group day care home at 2911 Monica Lane, Bull Branch Subdivision, Section 2, Lot 17.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-2.

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR A DAY CARE GROUP HOME ON PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS BULL BRANCH SUBDIVISION, SECTION 2, LOT 17, 2911 MONICA LANE AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

LARGE LOT CODE ENFORCEMENT POLICY - INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-4

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the proposed large lot code enforcement ordinance.  Mr. Van Til stated that our existing policy does not distinguish between types of properties (i.e., large and small, agricultural and non-agricultural) and does not define how tall grass or the size of the brush should be before it is a violation.  The proposed policies are for grass not to exceed 12 inches in height; underbrush can not exceed 18 inches in height, trees must be trimmed when the canopy is no closer than seven feet to the natural ground; and trees must be trimmed to a minimum of 12 feet above the top of the curb or edge of pavement.  

Exemptions to the policies would be properties greater than 5 acres; used for agricultural purposes; grass is being cultivated for agricultural purposes and has an agricultural property tax exemption.  Exempted properties must adhere to:  grass and underbrush must be trimmed back a minimum of 25 feet from the edge of pavement and a 50 foot minimum wide strip must be maintained in compliance with Section 18-26 around any inhabitable structure.

Mayor Pro Tem Hill asked that the ordinance be changed to require grass and underbrush be trimmed back a minimum of 10 feet from the property line.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-4.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 74-10 REGARDING NUISANCES CREATED BY WEEDS, TALL GRASS, UNDERBRUSH, MUNICIPAL POWER CONCERNING STAGNANT WATER AND OTHER UNSANITARY CONDITIONS AND PROVDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

AIRPORT NON-PRIMARY ENTITLEMENT FUNDS FOR STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWPPP) AND SPILL PREVENTION PLAN (SPP) – RESOLUTION NO. R03-2

Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) required that industrial users prepare a SWPPP and a SPP by March of 2003.  The Taylor Municipal Airport falls in the EPA’s definition of an industrial user.  The total cost of preparing the plans is approximately $15,505.  The airports share is $8,053.  The airport’s share can be paid for by the Federal entitlement funds enabling the City to share the cost with the State on a 90% - 10% basis.  Staff recommends approval of Resolution No.  R03-2 for committing the city to pay $1,000 for its share of the cost to prepare the mandated SWPPP and the SPP. 

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Maruska to approve Grant Agreement for Non-Primary Entitlement Funds Resolution No. R03-2.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

JANITORIAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented the janitorial services agreement.  One bid was received from Multiple Cleaning Services.  It is staff’s recommendation that the Council award the bid to Multiple Cleaning Services and authorize the City Manager to execute the two-year agreement as presented.  Council action could also include authorization for the City Manager to alter the scope for services as provided in the agreement if in the judgment of the staff, the initial scope of services does not provide an acceptable level of service at the City Hall location.

Council member Maruska made a motion to award the janitorial services agreement to Multiple Cleaning Services as presented and review the two-day per week cleaning schedule for City Hall after the first ninety (90) day period.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AT&T WIRELESS DATA FOR CDPD SERVICE AGREEMENT

Chief of Police Jeff Straub said that with the award and acceptance of the COPS More 2002 grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, the police department will implement a mobile data computer system.  A component of this system is the radio network infrastructure.  The City, most of our county and all other major corridors of this State are in CDPD coverage areas, thus, making CDPD a very attractive option for wireless data connectivity.  This will allow Taylor police officers to communicate with dispatch and perform queries from any of these coverage areas.  CDPD is also the most efficient means of this connectivity and incorporates the use of IP addresses.  

Chief Straub asked for approval to transfer $8,995 from budget account 556-115 “Temporary Seasonal” to a new Wireless Data account and authorize the City Manager and Chief of Police to execute a contract with AT&T for wireless data (CDPD) service.  Although the cost of funding this project is estimated at $7,588 and the amount transferred by temporarily halting the cadet program is $8,955.20 plus FISC, the additional funds will be utilized to outfit all police cars used for field law enforcement activities to be substantially equipped for mobile data.

Mayor Pro Tem Hill made a motion to authorize the City Manager and Chief of Police to execute a Wireless Data Service Agreement with AT&T as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

HGAC MOBILE DATA PROJECT BID AWARD

Chief of Police Jeff Straub told the council that acceptance of HGAC’s bid for purchase and installation of mobile data project components (to include server) for the amount of $150,745.08 would enable the police department to place ruggadized laptop computers in all vehicles actively used for law enforcement (which includes unmarked cars).  Further, the department would have their own server in-house which will permit the department to host other agencies in the area and thus improve area communications.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to award the mobile data project to HGAC for $150,745.08.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

Portable Buildings For Fire Department

The Facilities Committee recommended getting the firemen out of the fire station as soon as possible and leasing a portable building as living quarters and placing the portable adjacent to the fire station.  

Council asked Public Works Director Casey Sledge to provide exact costs for lease and purchase of a portable building and provide a site plan.

Land Swap With County

Council agreed to proceed with negotiations for land swap of City property on Mallard Lane (County Constables Office) to apply to purchase of Justice of the Peace building on Fifth Street from Williamson County for the City’s Municipal Court.

Texas Preservation Trust Fund Grant – Return Funds

Recommendation:  Return the $17,500 Texas Preservation Trust Fund grant that the city received to preserve the 1935 City Hall.

Main Street Advisory Board Chairman Mike Bass said the 1935 City Hall should be preserved because it is the only historic property the city owns and is significant as a product of the Depression-era Work Projects Administration.  Mr. Bass asked the Council to use the grant funds to stabilize the building to keep it from deteriorating further while work is planned to renovate it.  An additional $10,000 earmarked in the city’s budget to repair the roof on the building, as well as thousands of dollars in donations and in-kind work promised by local businesses, could be used to preserve the building while the city decides what to do with it, Bass said.

Facilities Committee member Don McAlister said he voted in favor of returning the grant, but the recommendation was not a vote to raze the building, but reflected the majority’s belief there is not a chance in the near future of having the money to renovate it.  The best we could hope for was to mothball it, Mr. McAlister said.

Taylor Conservation and Heritage Society member Claire Maxwell said returning the grant money would be “short sighted” and give the city a black-eye in terms of historical preservation.  We don’t want this money to go to other towns, she said.  

Mayor Berger said the addition of a new Main Street Manager and the promises of donations to help preserve the building, made a motion to reject the committee’s recommendation and keep the grant money and use it to stabilize the building and have staff submit a preservation proposal to the Texas Historical Commission. Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Council member Maruska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

CHAMBER TOURISM BUDGET AND LIGHTS OF THE BLACKLAND REPORT
Chamber of Commerce Director Shanta Kuhl presented the 2003 Tourism Budget.  A motion was made by Mayor ProTem Hill and seconded by Council member Mikeska to approve the tourism budget as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

Chamber Board member John Sanford presented a report on the Lights of the Blackland.  Mr. Sanford said the Christmas lights display was a great success.  Two tour buses a night stopped to view the lights; seven Santa’s for seven nights greeted over 90 children a night.

FEE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-7

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-7.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-28 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 10, 2002 BY CHANGING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY

BUDGET AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-6

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-6.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY

DISTRICT 2 & DISTRICT 3 COUNCIL ELECTION – RESOLUTION NO. R03-1

Mayor Berger made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-1.  Second by Council member Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION CALLING AN ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, ON SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2003 FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING TWO PERSONS AS MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF SAID CITY, ONE TO BE ELECTED FROM DISTRICT 2 AND ONE TO BE ELECTED FROM DISTRICT 3; DESIGNATING THE POLLING PLACES AT WHICH VOTING SHALL TAKE PLACE; APPOINTING AN EARLY VOTING CLERK AND AN EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF SAID ELECTION

MORATORIUM ON PERIMETER ROAD REQUIREMENTS – RESOLUTION NO. R03-3

Community Development Director Bob van Til said that recently, both the trial court and the appellate court have ruled that perimeter road requirements are illegal.  In a case involving the city of Flower Mound, the court ruled in favor of the plaintiff because the City’s perimeter street improvement policy did not satisfy the Dolan test of “rough proportionality.”  The policy did not relate the impact of the proposed development to the cost of the improvements imposed by the City.  The Flower Mound case suggests that if the City keeps the perimeter street policy, the share of the cost of the improvements levied against the developer should be based on the amount of traffic expected to be generated by the development.

The case is pending before the Texas Supreme Court.  In lieu of repealing the provision, staff suggests that a one hundred eighty (180) day moratorium is more appropriate.  In the event the court rules in favor of the city of Flower Mound the city can quickly lift the moratorium.  

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to approve Resolution No. R03-3.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, PLACING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE REQUIREMENTS SET OUT IN CHAPTER 2, SECTION 2.8 OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE SUBDIVIDER TO CONSTRUCT THE ADJACENT HALF OF ALL PERIMETER STREETS SURROUNDING THE SUBDIVISIONS THAT ARE NOT IMPROVED TO CITY STANDARDS.  “PERIMETER STREET SUBDIVISION REQUIREMENTS”: PROVIDING THAT THE TEMPORARY MORATORIUM SHALL EXPIRE WITHIN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS RESOLUTION OR UPON DELETION OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR PERIMETER STREETS FROM THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE, WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST.

WAIVE PERMIT FEES FOR NEW COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Community Development Director Bob van Til told the Council that Ray Gill, on behalf of Williamson County is requesting the City waive the permit application fees for construction of a new courthouse on the corner of 6th and Vance Street.  Fees include building, mechanical, electrical, gas and plumbing fees of approximately $1,950.

Mayor Pro Tem Hill made a motion to approve waiving the permit fees as presented.  Second by Council member Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT

A motion was made by Council member Maruska to appoint Trisha Randig to the Library Board to fill the unexpired term of Yvette Lowry.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AIRPORT BOARD APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to appoint Bert Brundage to fill Chuck Schwartz’ unexpired term on the Airport Board.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

BUILDING & STANDARDS COMMISSION

A motion was made by Council member Maruska to reappoint John Thompson and Keith Hagler to the Buildings & Standards Commission for two-year terms expiring January 2005.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:   Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:33 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

(1-28-03)
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