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(April 22, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #: 

Department: Community Development

Resolution / Ordinance # 

Agenda Title: Main Street Activity Report

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to provide the City Council with an update on the activities and reinvestment numbers of the Main Street Program. Ms. Robbie Jones, Main Street Manager, will make a brief presentation to the City Council and answer any questions they may have. The 2003 activity/investment report is attached. No action is required.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Cot’n Pik’n Festival – it is on track and we are ready!!  Some changes from the years past: opening ceremonies, wider isles, no street dance and MC for the day to make announcements and there will be raffle for “door prizes”.

 

Design Committee- Finalizing the Sign and Sidewalk guidelines/ordinance.  

 

New Downtown Brochure-This year we chose lightweight paper, print in smaller quantity, and reduce the cost of the ads to the merchants.  This will allow us to reprint as least once a season for updating. We were able to pay for the brochure from the ad sales.  No cost to Main Street or the City.

 

New Info on Website-We are now featuring a Commercial Property section that list the available properties in DT and gives basic info and contact information.  Still in the set-up stage, but hope to complete very soon.

 

Pre-Conference Tour-Elgin and Taylor will be the two cities that will be highlighted for the Texas Downtown Association pre-conference tour.  The basic plan for now is to start in Elgin with shopping in their downtown, then come to Taylor for dinner and loft tours.  The Conference is in November, so plenty of time to do planning, and hope that we will have everything pretty well set in the next couple of months.  Looking to do BBQ under a tent that will highlight the BBQ Trail.  The Chamber is also part of this committee and we are working together to make sure that Taylor is an enjoyable experience for all who attend.

 

Art Committee-On May the 5th, Cindy Herbert with the Texas Alliance of Education & Arts (TAEA) will be here to meet with the people of Taylor interested in forming an Arts Committee. At present I have a list of eight individuals that will be attending.  After the initial meeting will broaden the involvement of the community. The TAEA will help facilitate the start up of the committee.  Main Street, or the City, may have to join TAEA, but will know more about that after the initial meeting.

 

News Releases-Working with Heather from the Taylor Daily Press to get an informational piece out about the procedures necessary for street closures and parades.  There is some misinformation that people seem to think ALL the restrictions are coming from the city and have not considered the involvement of state regulations for this process.  Thought it was timely for this information to be put out again.

 

Business Visitations - Have spent time getting to know many of the merchants in the Redevelopment area, and also attending other community organizational meeting in an effort to “fit” all the pieces together and to show that Main Street, and the City have an interest and concern for all the efforts within the community.  

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable

	4. RECOMMENDATION


Please contact Robbie Jones at 352-5448 or via email at Robbie.jones@ci.taylor.tx.us or Bob van Til at 352-5990 or via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us if you have any questions.
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