CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

APRIL 10, 2003, 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Minutes from March 25, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Support Round Rock’s Higher Education Center (HEC) – Resolution No. R03-8.  (Frank) Randall Pick advised he would visit with Dr. Marc Nigliazzo before he submitted a recommendation to you on this resolution. Randall is the President of the Temple College at Taylor Foundation.

3. Food Sanitation Regulations- Ordinance No. 2003-14.  (Frank) Staff has amended the ordinance submitted by Williamson County & Cities Health District. The amendment removes the placing of a “noncompliance” sign on the restaurant after the first failure.

4. 2001/2002 Audit of City Accounts.  (Charles)

5. YMCA swimming pool management agreement for 2003 season.  (Bob) We have enclosed two agreements with the YMCA to operate Robinson Park and Murphy Park pools for the 2003 swim season. The contracts are in the amounts of $5,321.95 and $55,744.54 respectively.

6. Public hearing and Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-9 – Amend zoning ordinance “Automotive and Related Uses.”  (Bob) This request from Mrs. Pierce would amend the zoning ordinance to allow automotive uses in the Downtown-zoning district by specific use permit. The Planning & Zoning Commission has recommended denial of the request.

7. Public hearing and Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-11 – John Hughes Ceramic Tile zoning change application for 518 West 12th Street from Single-Family to Multi-Family with a Residential Planned Development overlay.  (Bob) The P&Z has recommended approval subject to deed restrictions.

8. Support grant application for Eastern Williamson County Park Indoor Recreation Facility – Resolution No. R03-10. (Frank) This resolution would support the Williamson County grant for $750,000 to help construct an indoor recreation facility on County parkland on Carlos G. Parker Blvd.

9. Grounds Maintenance Bid Award.  (Mickey) Council approved $24,000 in fiscal year 2002-2003 for a grounds maintenance contract. Since one-half of the fiscal year has lapsed, staff recommends approving the contract with TruGreen Landscape in the amount of $8,600 for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

10. Award contract for Parks Master Plan. (Casey) Prior to the city applying for future Texas Parks and Wildlife grants, we have to produce a Master Parks Plan. Staff discussed this with Council during the CIP review. Staff is asking that you authorize hiring Carter & Burgess in the amount of $49,500. Funds are appropriated from the 1998 G.O. Bonds.

11. Declare emergency to authorize replacement of two wastewater lines under railroad. (Casey) Utility crews have located two wastewater lines that have failed under the railroad tracks. They have received quotes for the boring of new casing and placement of new sewer pipe under the tracks. We are asking that you appropriate the funds, $120,000, to bore the railroad and replace the wastewater lines. City crews will also be replacing some of the pipe to connect to both sides of the tracks.

12. Design contract for relocating utilities associated with TxDOT bridge replacement – 3rd Street bridge and Old Thorndale Road bridge. (Casey) TxDOT pals to bid the replacement of these two bridges in October. City utility lines have to be relocated and right-of-way obtained. Staff is asking that you authorize hiring of Dannenbaum Engineering in the amount of $13,574.50 to begin design of the relocation. The actual cost for relocation of the lines will be included in a reimbursement resolution to be considered on April 22nd. These funds will come out of Utility reserves.

13. Appoint election judge for District 3 council election – Resolution No. R03-9. (Barbara) Mr. Kotrla advised Barbara he would not be in town on Election Day due to a family conflict. Barbara would like you to consider appointing Gayle Collins as election judge.

14. Call special Council meeting to canvass election results - May 6, 2003  (Barbara) This special meeting would allow for canvassing of the election results and selecting the Mayor and Mayor Pro-tem.

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – April 7, 2003

AIR CONDITIONER FOR LIBRARY – The 20-ton a/c unit for the Library in City Hall went out last week. We are having the unit replaced today for $7,900.00.

AIRPORT – JHL Construction is working on the final punch list for completion of the airport expansion project. City staffs, TxDOT Aviation Division and KSA Engineers have been discussing liquidated damages associated with the cost overruns from the delay in completing the project. I will keep you informed on this topic.

AMERICAN LEGION HALL – I am waiting on the American Legion and the Jaycees to submit a proposal on the future use of the Hall. Ted and I have advised them they need Council approval to allow the Jaycees to operate the Hall.

BRA CONTRACT – BRA submitted a contract to purchase the water treatment plant. Ted, Casey, Charles and I have been review and making changes to the proposed contract. Staff will submit our proposed changes back to BRA staff for their consideration. Once the two staffs reach a tentative agreement, if possible, we will submit it to you for consideration.

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – This item is on the agenda for you to consider hiring an engineering firm to begin design. I have enclosed a letter from TXDOT advising that the City must relocate the utility lines before they will bid the project. We will include in a future reimbursement resolution the funds necessary to relocate the utility lines. 

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – The Facilities Review Committee recommended hiring Komatsu Architecture to evaluate the use of the 1935 City Hall for a Central Fire Station or the construction of a new station. Also, they wanted Komatsu to evaluate the repair and expansion of the existing Library or construct a new Library. Komatsu’s cost estimate for his work is approximately $18,000. We will include this on a reimbursement resolution for your consideration. At the present time, we do not have the funds available for this work.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Staff advised Oncor and SWB by letter that they have until May of this year to complete work on North Drive. We tentatively plan to bid North Drive in June.

MURPHY PARK POOL – Casey, along with the contractor that constructed the pool and a pool repair company continue to evaluate the cracks and movement of the pools. They all believe it is due to ground water. City staff used the new sewer vacuum truck to dig pilot holes around the pool to evaluate the ground water. Casey thinks staff can construct the drain system needed to alleviate the ground water problem. We will open the pool for this season and try to make necessary repairs in the fall.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Terra Design submitted final construction plans for staff review.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – Chief Straub advised that the patrol vehicles should be outfitted with the in car cameras within 30 days. Motorola will not advise the chief when they plan to install the computers in the vehicles. The new vehicles should arrive around April 9th. 

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION – I have enclosed a letter from the PUC that advises that the access line rate will go up due to inflation by 0.64%. This will correlate to a .01 increase. This is the fee paid to the City that was referred to as a “franchise fee” in the past. If you do not want to pass on the increase to the customers, we will have to take action before April 30th. If we do nothing the .01 increase will be passed on automatically.

PROPERTY ACQUISITION FROM TXDOT – The property we are trying to get back from TxDOT at the intersection of Main and East Lake Drive should be on the Texas Transportation Commission meeting later this month. Currently staff is having the 2-acre tract platted and we are proceeding with an application for a driveway from TxDOT.

REGIONAL WASTEWATER LIFT STATION – Staff is currently working with a major retailer, TEDC and an adjacent property owner to design and construct a regional lift station in the Turkey Creek basin. This wastewater lift station would open up the Turkey Creek basin for future development of retail, commercial and residential construction. The Turkey Creek basin is north of Taylor along Hwy. 95. 

REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION – Staff is working on a reimbursement resolution for Council consideration on the April 22nd agenda. This resolution will allow staff to use reserve funds to begin work on projects approved by the Council and the reserve funds will be reimbursed at a later date when Council issues C.O. bonds. This was discussed at the CIP meeting in February. I have enclosed a tentative list of projects to be included on this reimbursement resolution. If you have any questions or concerns about a specific project, please give me a call. 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING – Bob is working with Dunkin & Sefco Planning Consultants to create the various residential zone districts in Taylor for submission to the P&Z. 

SIGN ORDINANCE – Code Enforcement Officers continue to send out enforcement letters on illegal signs.

T. DON HUTTO CORRECTIONAL FACILITY – John Nelson, Shanta Kuhl and I visited with Warden White on April 3rd, it appears the facility does not currently house enough prisoners to keep the doors open. They currently house approximately 250 prisoners. They need around 325 prisoners to break even. Their corporate office has given them 60 days (June 1, 2003) to increase the numbers or they will close the doors. We are trying to assist in anyway we can. If you have any ideas or have contacts, please give us a call. 

TAYLOR HEALTH FAIR – We will be encouraging all City employees to attend an Employee Health Fair on April 11th. Insurors of Texas, Scott & White, Met Life Dental, Taylor Fitness Center, Sam’s Club, AFLAC, Pre-Paid Legal and UNUM are sponsoring this health fair. 

TRUCK ROUTE – I have called TxDOT to ascertain when the new truck route signs will be installed. I have not heard from them. They advised over a month age that they had to survey the existing signs and then prepare the work order to install the new signs.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER – District Attorney John Bradley and Ms. Elizabeth Wentworth visited with me about the center. They will be attending the April 22nd Council meeting to ask for funds for the Center. They are requesting $5,000 for this year and $10,000 per year thereafter. I have enclosed information they submitted to you for review.

