The City Council of the City of Taylor met on March 25, 2003, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Gary Maruska

City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska 


Absent:   Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill

Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Approve minutes from March 13, 2003 meeting.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of February bills.

*CLEMONS SPECIFIC USE PERMIT – MANUFACTURED HOME - 312 EAST PECAN STREET - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-12

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR A MANUFACTURED HOME ON PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS CITY OF TAYLOR ADDITION, BLOCK 90, LOT 6 (W/PT), APPROXIMATELY 0.06 ACRES, 312 EAST PECAN STREET; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

TEMPLE COLLEGE FUNDRAISINIG EFFORTS

Temple College at Taylor Foundation Board Member Rosemary Hauser presented a request from the board asking the City of Taylor to commit at least $5,000 per year for five years for a total of $25,000 to help meet a Meadows Foundation Challenge Grant.  The Meadows Foundation awarded a $150,000 two-to-one matching grant to assist in the goal to renovate the remaining 14,000 sq. ft of the TCAT Center.  In order to receive the $150,000 gift, TCAT must raise $300,000 by June 19, 2003.  Ms. Hauser stated that the Board understood that a contract would need to be executed between TCAT and the City detailing the work that will be accomplished.

Council member Maruska said he would like to see more local contractors and architects involved in the renovation work.  Council member Mikeska stated that he had received phone calls from citizens who understood that Temple College would not require taxpayer funds.

Council member Maruska made a motion to pledge the money pending contract approval and with the stipulation that this item is presented, reviewed and approved each year by future Councils.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

ROUND ROCK HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER – RESOLUTION NO. R03-8

Cindy Demers, Assistant to Round Rock City Manager, said that a Multi-Institution Teaching Center was formed composed of Southwest Texas State University, Austin Community College, and Temple College at Taylor now known as the Round Rock Higher Education Center (RRHEC).  RRHEC already serves 1,850 students and this number is expected to double by 2005.  RRHEC needs a permanent campus and capacity to expand and grow to meet the educational needs of one of the fastest growing areas of the state.  The City of Round Rock and private developers have already generated $8.5M in support for the $35M needed for a permanent campus.  Additional funding from the Legislature is needed to bring this campus to reality.  Ms. Demers is asking the Taylor City Council to support efforts to develop a permanent campus in Round Rock.

Temple College at Taylor Board President Randall Pick said the board was not in a position to make a recommendation at this time.  He said he would present a recommended from the Board at the next City Council meeting. 

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to table this item for more information from the Temple College at Taylor Board. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TEXAS DEPT OF HOUSING & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS HOME PROGRAM – APPROVE SIGNATORIES & APPLICATION SUBMITTAL - RESOLUTION NO. R03-6

Leo Wood & Associates Vice-President James Conquest outlined the Home Investment Partnership Program.  The grant application shall be for $400,000.00 to rebuild or renovate eight homes based on needs assessment surveys. 

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-6.  Second by Council member Mikeska. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATION TO THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR THE OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACT AS THE CITY’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND AUTHORIZED RPRESENTATIVE AND THE MAYOR OR MAYOR PRO TEM AS SIGNATORIES IN ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE HOME PROGRAM

HOME PROGRAM CASH RESERVE – RESOLUTION NO. R03-7
Council member Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-7.  Second by Council member Mikeska. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS COMMITTING FUNDS TO A CASH RESERVE OR BRIDGE/CONSTRUCTION LOAN TO ADMINISTER THE HOME PROGRAM ON A REIMBURSEMENT BASIS

CAMPO TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A letter from the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) stated that Governor Perry approved the expansion of CAMPO’s planning area boundary to include all of Williamson, Travis and Hayes counties.  The CAMPO Policy Advisory Committee formed a 19-member CAMPO Technical Advisory Committee to better coordinate CAMPO’s transportation planning process in this new area.  CAMPO is requesting that each jurisdiction appoint a department director as a member and one staff alternate to the Technical Advisory Committee.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Maruska to appoint Bob van Til as a member of the CAMPO Technical Advisory Committee and Casey Sledge as alternate.  VOTE:   Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

RACIAL PROFILING REPORT

Taylor Police Chief Jeff Straub presented the department’s racial profiling data for 2002 which included traffic citations, arrest totals, vehicle searches and arrests from traffic stops.

NORTH DRIVE DESIGN CONTRACT AMENDMENT

Public Works Director Casey Sledge presented a proposal from Martinez, Wright & Mendez, Inc. for $32,369.00 to complete the design of North Drive (Lake Drive to FM 397) and design a pilot channel in Hunter’s Run.  Design tasks that remain to be completed include:  design of sidewalks and curb ramps between Lake Drive and Mallard; design of a parking addition at Northside Elementary; easement survey between T.H. Johnson and FM 397; topographical survey; design of a pilot channel; and finalize the design of underground utilities between Lake Drive and Mallard.

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve the amendment to the North Drive Design Contract with Martinez, Wright & Mendez, Inc. for $32,369.00 as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

HOWARD STREET DESIGN CONTRACT AMENDMENT

Public Works Director Casey Sledge presented a proposal from Roming, Parker & Kasberg, L.L.P. for $8,300.00 to complete the design of the Howard Street project (2nd Street to Lake Drive).  Design tasks that remain to be completed include:  design of sidewalks and curb ramps between 2nd Street and Lake Drive; and submittal of the sidewalk design to the Texas Department of Licensing and Review for review and approval.

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to approve the amendment to the Howard Street contract with Roming, Parker & Kasberg, L.L.P. as presented for $8,300.00.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

IMPACT FEE SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the impact fee semi-annual report (copy attached) reflecting the impact fee revenues for the last six months as well as since the inception of the program.  To date, no impact fees have been expended.  The Capital Improvements Advisory Committee recommended approval of the report.

MOODY MUSEUM RENTAL POLICIES, FEES AND APPLICATION
Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the Moody Museum is rented out on average several times per month.  With the absence of formal rental policies, the Moody Museum Advisory Board determined that formal policies are necessary to protect the facility.  The rental policy and application approved by the Moody Museum Advisory Board and presented to the City Council for approval is modeled after the city’s rental agreement for the Murphy park pavilion.  Rental policies include a rental rate of $100.00 for the first four hours and $25.00 per hour for every hour thereafter.  A refundable deposit of $75.00 is required to hold a reservation.  

Council member Maruska made a motion to accept the Moody Museum rental policy and application as presented.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

PEDDLER’S ORDINANCE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-5

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Mayor Berger to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-5.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, PROVIDING REGULATIONS FOR PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, OR FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION WHICH GOVERNS PUBLIC HEALTH OR SANITATION WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED BY PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE 

HILL LANE NAME CHANGE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-13

A motion was made Council member Gonzales and seconded by Council member Mikeska to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-13 changing the name of “Hill Lane” located within the City limits to “Don Hill Lane.”  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE CHANGE OF A STREET NAME WITHIN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

FOOD SANITATION REGULATIONS – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-14

Council member Mikeska recused himself from the meeting.  Williamson County & Cities Health District Representative Kay Kelley presented a revised food ordinance adopted by the Board of Health of Williamson County and Cities Health District and is being presented to Williamson County cities for consideration and adoption.  

The proposed changes are as follows:  adopt by reference the TFER so that any future changes by the state will automatically be enforced by the order; delete the majority of the definitions section, as most of these are in the TFER; the major change is in the enforcement section of the ordinance.  This relates to the posting of “red tags.”  In the existing ordinance, the tag may only be posted after several warnings.  The new ordinance proposes posting the “red tag” starting with the first failure.  The tag states the following:  “This establishment has failed to meet the requirements for safe and sanitary food service and is therefore given an “Unsatisfactory” grade certificate under the county regulations.”  This serves to inform the public that the restaurant has performed below the minimum standards set by the state rules.

Council member Maruska stated that he felt this ordinance was “taking it to the extreme to post a big red tag on the first failure.”  Almost any restaurant could fail on the first inspection if the inspector came during a restaurant’s most busy time, he said.  The council discussed changing Section 8, “Enforcement of Ordinance,” to reflect that after the second failure the “Unsatisfactory” placard be placed on the front door not after the first failure.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-14.

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE REGULATION OF FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS INCLUDING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS; RETAIL FOOD STORES; TEMPORARY FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS; MOBILE FOOD UNITS; AND ROADSIDE FOOD VENDORS, PROVIDING A REAPLER CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, OR FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION WHICH GOVERNS PUBLIC HEALTH OR SANITATION WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED BY PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION

Council member Mikeska rejoined the meeting.

CANCEL DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION – RESOLUTION NO. R03-5

City Clerk Barbara Belz certified that no proposition is to appear on the District 2 May 3, 2003 general city election ballot, no person has made a declaration of write-in candidacy, and candidate Bernabe M. Gonzales is unopposed.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to approve Resolution No. R03-5.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, CANCELLING THE MAY 3, 2003 REGULAR ELELCTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ONE MEMBER TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE DISTRICT 2 POSITION AND DECLARING THE UNOPPOSED CANDIDATE ELECTED TO OFFICE

APPOINT ELECTION JUDGES FOR DISTRICT 3 COUNCIL ELECTION – RESOLUTION NO. R03-9
Council member Maruska made a motion to adopt Resolution No. R03-9 and appoint Kut Kotrla as Presiding Judge and Lina Martinez as Alternate Judge for District 3 May 3, 2003 council election.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:35 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

(3-25-03)
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