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 City Council Meeting 

January 13, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:   4       

Agenda Title: Consider honoring Dr. Martin Luther King with a street name

Council Action :  Motion /Ordinance

Initiating Department:   Office of the Mayor                              

Staff Contact: Frank Salvato, City Manager 
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this agenda item is to consider honoring Dr. Martin Luther King with a street name by either giving Walnut Street the honorary name of Martin Luther King Blvd. or formally changing the name of the entire street or just the E. Walnut portion.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

A proposal for renaming Walnut Street in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King was discussed at the April 27, 2004 meeting of the City Council. Based on citizen input at the time and other considerations the item was tabled at that meeting with the intent to consider action on it at a later date. 

On December 1, 2004 the City Manager received a request from Pastor Antonio Green stating that he would like to address the City Council “regarding the renaming of Walnut Street in honor of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”


In a follow-up e-mail Pastor Green proposed two options. 

1. Only renaming the portion of Walnut that begins at Main and Extends East or 

2.  Name the street in honor of Dr. King without removing the actual Walnut street name. An honorarium sign could be placed just above the existing street signs signifying designation of the Street in Dr. King’s honor. 

Analysis 

If the Council decides to add the name of Martin Luther King Jr. to Walnut in honorarium, this could be done by a simple motion. If the Council wants to rename Walnut Street in its entirety or just the eastern portion on a formal basis this will require an Ordinance, a copy of which is attached. 

The Council is reminded that in the original discussions of this issue,  it was informally agreed that if a formal name change were done, a delay of one year would be in effect from the time the decision was made until the name change became official.  

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET



Financial impact on the City would be minimal which ever option were chosen. 

Hanging of the street signs or adding new Honoraria signs could be absorbed in the operating budget. 

	4. RECOMMENDATION



 N/A

	5. REFERENCE FILES 


a. Copy of e-mail correspondence between the City and Pastor Green. 

b. Copy of April 2004 survey/petition where affected residents were given an opportunity to express their opinion on changing the Name of East and West Walnut St. to East and West Martin Luther King Blvd. (MLK Blvd.) 

c. Draft Ordinance renaming Walnut Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
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