MEMORANDUM

TO:

Frank Salvato, City Manager

FROM:
Bob van Til, AICP



Director of Community Development

RE:

Citizenship Requirement for Boards and Commissions

DATE:

December 29, 2003

The purpose of the memorandum is to request Council feed back on the idea of removing the citizenship requirement from the application to appoint volunteers to Boards and Commissions.

The current “Boards and Commission Handbook” requires that all appointees to Boards and Commissions must be citizens of the United States.

In some instances applicants indicate that they are citizens of other countries, yet live in the States. This automatically renders them ineligible to serve on our local Boards and Commissions. More specifically, an applicant for the Main Street Board was not considered because the applicant was a British citizen.

The removal of the citizenship requirement may allow more volunteers to be appointed to Boards and Commissions. Especially since finding volunteers to fill Board and Commission vacancies is often challenging. The handbook does allow the Council the latitude to appoint whomever they wish to serve.

Should the Council concur, staff will place an item on the January 27th, 2004 Council agenda requesting the Council to approve the removal of the citizenship requirement from the handbook.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by calling me at 512-352-5990 or contacting me via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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