CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DECEMBER 9, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of October 28, 2003, November 7, 2003, and November 13, 2003 .  (Barbara)

2. Concur with financials and payment of October bills.  (Charles)

3. Ordinance No. 2003-40 – zoning change application submitted by Isaac Bills for 4500 N. Main Street, J. Pharrass Survey, 6.0 acres from single family (R-1) district to general business (B-2) district.  

4. Ordinance No. 2003-44 – zoning change application for W. J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65 on Mallard Land, approximately 15.695 acre tract from rural/agriculture (R-A) district to local business (B-1) district for First Baptist Church.  (Bob)

5. Landscape ordinance amendment – agricultural exemptions - Ordinance No. 2003-37.  (Bob)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

6. Annual investigation by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  (Casey) As of today, we cannot get a representative from TCEQ to attend the meeting. They sent a recent inspection that includes areas of concern. The area of concern that staff has been addressing is the need for additional treated water if the City intends to continue growth. Please see the letter from TCEQ and Casey’s response. We will continue to try to get a representative to attend the meeting.

7. Interlocal Participation Agreement for Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative.  (Lisa) Your approval will allow us to purchase through this cooperative.

8. U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) Williamson County “Urban County” Program. (Presented by Future Links Technology and Leo Woods) Earlier this year Council agreed to join Williamson County in their efforts to become an “urban county”. They were designated an urban county, so now we will apply for community development block grant funds, planning funds and capital funds through the County instead of the State. Future Links and Leo Wood will be in attendance to discuss the program.

9. License agreement – L03-2 for portion of alley adjoining 4th Street Station Restaurant. (Frank) New lessee has a two-year lease on the restaurant with an option to purchase. The license agreement, if approved by Council, will allow her to use the meeting room across the alley for sale of alcohol.

10. Annexation.  (Bob) Councilman McDonald has brought up the request to consider annexation of land west along Hwy. 79. Bob has to put together a proposed annexation strategy for Council consideration.

11. Reimbursement Resolution No. R03-36 for certain costs relating to the issuance of 2004 Bonds.  (Charles) By approving this reimbursement resolution, staff can begin work on projects approved for funding in the 2004 bonds issue.

12. Capital Improvements Projects: (Casey) Staff would like to discuss the effects on water and wastewater rates if the water plant is sold or not to the BRA. We would also like permission to proceed with the update of impact fees and purchase meter-reading devices/software. Casey is also asking passage of Resolution R03-38 which would allow us to apply for a Texas Water Development Board planning grant.

13. Board appointments.  

· Main Street Advisory Board

· Moody Museum 

· Zoning Board of Adjustments

· Animal Control Appeals Board

· Library Board

14. Executive Sessions:  The Taylor City Council will hold closed executive meetings pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.074 to discuss City Manager performance evaluation; Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisition:  fire station property; and Section 551.087 to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial and/or financial information on a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City of Taylor, Texas, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to the business prospect.

15. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – December 5, 2003

CEMETERY COMPUTER SOFTWARE – We purchased a new computer software program that will allow us to track all past and future sales of cemetery lots. Currently, the tracking is on paper files at the cemetery sexton’s office.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS – The personnel policy designates Christmas Day as a paid holiday. In the past, I have asked the Council if it was all right to close at noon on Christmas Eve and received permission to do so. I would like to again close at noon on Christmas Eve. If you have concerns or do not want me to do this, please give me a call. If staff members want off on the day after Christmas, they will have to take a vacation day.

CITY CHRISTMAS PARTY – Remember, you are invited to the City Christmas Party on Friday, December 12th at 11:30 a.m. at the Volunteer Fire Hall on Carlos G. Parker Blvd. We hope to see all of you there.

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – This project is substantially complete, except for growing grass.

FIREMEN CREW QUARTERS – The firemen are in the new facility.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – A public meeting was held on Dec. 4th at Northside Elementary on the Howard Street improvement project. We sent out eighty invitations and twenty-five residents attended the meeting. A meeting is scheduled for Dec. 11th on the North Drive improvements.

HUNTER’S RUN DRAINAGE CHANNEL – Mr. Routh deeded the waterway to the city. We have cut the weeds and will now maintain the drainage ditch on a regular basis.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES –We are proceeding with the utility relocations. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – The consultants are completing the plans with the input from staff and the public meetings. We hope to submit final plans to TxDOT in January.

NOACK WHOLESALE WATER CONTRACT – Charles and I will be meeting with Leland Enochs and Ralph Bachmeyer on Monday, December 8th to discuss the final draft of the new Noack contract.

PARK RESTROOMS – We did not succeed with negotiations with Moman Architects for architectural services. Casey is now negotiating a contract with Komatsu Architecture. 

REGION “G” WATER PLANNING COMMITTEE – I was asked to submit my name for consideration as a member of the Region G Planning Committee. I would represent Taylor and Williamson County on the committee. Senate Bill 1 established regional water planning committees around the state. Each committee is charged with drafting a water plan for the region and submitting it to the State. Ultimately, the plan is to write a State water plan. I submitted my resume and will be considered in February. If anyone has concerns about me serving on the committee, please let me know as soon as possible, so I can remove my name from consideration.

TRUCK ROUTE – Chief Straub drove the truck route and observed the signage. He does not agree with TxDOT on the signage. Chief advised that tickets issued to truckers would get dismissed. He has been trying to meet with TxDOT representatives to discuss the issue.

