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FRI 11:31 FAX 512 327 8641 J.H. BIGGAR

November 19, 2004

From: Mallard Park Taylor, LP
John Biggar
P.O.Box 27320
Austin, Texas 78755

To: City of Taylor
Frank Salvato
City Manager

Re: Your letter dated November 12, 2004

Thank you for talking with me on the phone yesterday, and I am sending this to you at
your request. We do understand that the pond will need vegetation and fencing and will
provide the above as soon as possible. As you are aware we have had heavy rains that

ve provided heavy rain runoff and our pond did its job and no flooding in this area has
occurred. We look forward to solving the issucs that your letter provided and what we
need is dry weather in order to move forward.

T would also like to explain the development process to you. As a land developer we buy
land to develop and sell to home builders, and then we hire engineers to engineer the
project, and they in turn work with the Cities they review our proposed plans and provide
feed back to the engineer. The City then approves the plans with any changes and we
contract with a construction company to build the improvements, and after we have
completed the construction, then we call the City back to the project and have them
approve the design and build. We pay engineering fees, city fees, roll back taxes, and
construction fees and hopefully have a successful project. All of the above was
performed by us for this project. The City of Taylor has not provided any incentives for
us to make the multi million dolar investment in Taylor, and is very fortunate to have
Lennar (NuHome) build in its City and provide quality homes at affordable process.

Again we look forward to solving this problem in the near future. Please contact me if
you need more information. As you know, we did not receive any calls or letters
regarding these concerns until we received this letter. Hopefully we can address these
concerns before they get to this stage in the future.
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: | Sincerely, John Biggar
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November 12, 2004

Mr. Craig W. Biggar
P.O. Box 27320
Austin, Texas 78755

Re:  Mallard Park Development, Taylor, Texas
Dear Mr. Biggar:

A substantial number of homeowners who live near Mallard Park Phase 1 have delivered
a petition to the City of Taylor protesting the condition of the detention pond in your
development. As you will see from the copy of the petition that is attached, their
concerns range from the appearance of the pond to health and safety issues. The
following list is my interpretation of the common themes throughout the petition:

¢ Mosquitoes and other animals inhabiting the pond area

e Safety — fence needed to keep children from falling in

e Mudhole/Eye Sore — grass and landscaping needed to control erosion and improve
appearance

e Mow weeds

e  Pond is incomplete and not what was promised

Your proposal to City Council to install a pump in the pond to dewater it would help
alleviate some of these concerns; however, you will still be left with the issues of
cleaning up the pond and getting grass established. The slopes of the pond were designed
to be underwater and are steeper than desirable for minimizing erosion and establishing
grass. I recommend that you look at using permanent soil retention blankets on the pond
slopes to hold the soil in place and promote the growth of grass. The storm sewer outfalls
into the pond were also designed to be underwater. Now with water flowing out of the
pipes and down to the bottom of the pond, the exposed ground underneath the pipes is
eroding badly and the outfalls are being undermined. Concrete should be extended from
each of the outfalls along the bottom of the pond and include significant toe walls and
energy dissipaters to reduce maintenance problems. The bottom of the pond should be
regraded at a minimum slope of 1% so that water does not pool in the bottom before
reaching the pump. The consensus appears to be that a fence is needed around the open
pit to keep children out of it.

Another acceptable option is that the pond be fixed to hold water as originally designed.
Regardless of the method used to complete the pond, the City Council and City
management have expressed that they expect you to clean up the pond without further

delays.

400 Porter Straet Taylor, Texas 76574 ' Ph. (512) 352-3675




There is an additional item that remains unfinished with regard to Phase 1 of Mallard
Park. I'still have not received Record Drawings from your Engineer although we were
promised that those would be delivered in a timely manner after the public improvements
were accepted and I have requested those on a couple of occasions. Please find out what
the problem is and resolve any issues that are delaying delivery of the Record Drawings
to our office.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (512) 352-3633.
Yours truly,

i/ Sgmany

David Simons
Capital Projects Manager

DS/same

Cc:  Frank Salvato, City of Taylor
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This"@;a protestation regarding to the so- call holding tank on Jason dr..

.COMMENTS

My family lives right beside the tank and Inotice several problems. -

" 1. It has'been an-breeding grounds for mesquitosfbecans&;of ‘thie corrosion. . '
2. Bvery time the water gets real low the posion snakes and snapping turtles comes up to my
front door. This becomes a danger to my two kids under the age of 7. Ifit was 0 rionce i

. awhile that would be okay,but its every time its only alittle bit or no water i tg di

' Besi&es ‘that ¥m afraid that one of the kids in the nighborhood is going to get hurt.

3. We aékf’cméof guys over the project about them cutting the grass. Shawn said that its our

responablity to cut the grass around the tank if we wante

cut. Now we do not own theJand or

.. -put the holding tank there. Besides the holding tank is a nighborhood eye sote.

SOME OF THE COMMENTS OF SOLUTIONS

Place some rocks in it to help with the corrosion. Or make it hold so much water with a pump to
keep the water moving. Maybe stock some fish in it to help the mosquito problem. Grow some

* grass that don't grow tall or keep it cut.

If you would like to put-a‘protést cbmménfﬂr a solytion remark you can do sO. /

Mark protest as P= and solutions as S=
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This is a protestation regarding to the holding tank on Jason dr..
COMMENTS

My family lives right beside the tank and I notice several problems.
1. It has been an breeding grounds for mosquitos because of the corrosion.
2. Every time the water gets real low the poéion snakes and snapping turtles comes up to my
front door. This becomes a danger to my two kids under the age of 7. If it was only once in
awhile that would be okay,but its every time its only alittle bit or no water in the holding tank.
Besides that I'm afraid that one of the kids in the nighborhood is going to get hurt.
3. We ask one of guys over the project about them cutting the grass. Shawn said-that its our
responablity to cut the grass around the tank if we wanted cut. Now we do not own the land or
put the holding tank there. Besides the holding tank is a nighborhood eye sore.

SOME OF THE COMMENTS OF SOLUTIONS »
Place some rocks in it to help with the corrosion. Or make it hold so much water with a pump to
keep the water moving. Maybe stock some fish in it to help the mosquito problem. Grow some
grass that don't grow tall or keep it cut. .

If you would like to put a protest. comment or a solution remark you can de so.

Mark protest as P= and solutipns as S=
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