MEMORANDUM

TO:

Frank Salvato, City Manager

FROM:
Bob van Til, AICP



Director of Community Development

RE:

Enforcing Nuisance Codes in New Subdivisions

DATE:

November 2, 2004

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you and the City Council that staff will initiate several code amendments to strengthen the City’s position when it comes to enforcement of nuisance complaints in new subdivisions.

As you know, newly platted subdivisions may sit fallow for several seasons before new homes are built. When this happens the grass and weeds tend to grow beyond the permitted length requiring city staff to implement the code enforcement procedures against the landowner. In some instances, the nuisance goes beyond just tall weeds and grass. It includes illegally dumped trash, debris, and other materials.

Staff proposes to work with the Planning and Zoning Commission on subdivision and building code amendments that will strengthen the City’s position when the time comes to ensure that developers and landowners maintain their property.

For instance, the City may require a surety bond, letter of credit, or cash deposited with the City prior to a certain approval point to ensure that the property is maintained. In addition, the building code may be amended to withhold permits until land is mowed or cleaned up.

If you, or any of the Council members, have ideas that may enhance the effectiveness of this effort, please let me know by calling me at 352-5990 or contacting me via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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