CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 11, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

· Ray Nell Pearson on HOME Grant. (Ms. Pearson has called numerous times since the Council awarded the Home grants. She is upset that she did not get an application filed before the deadline. She did apply in 2002 but we did not get funded. She does not take the newspaper so did not see the advertisement for applications. We did put the information about the applications on the utility bill. Bob had asked Barbara to send applications to all of applicants from 2002. We do not know if Barbara sent the application or not. Ms. Pearson is upset that we did not send her an application. The grant only requires publication in the newspaper for applicants.)

*CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve Minutes of October 14, 2004, and October 20, 2004. (Susan)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Consider calling for bids on 1.77 acres on southwest corner of West Lake Drive and North Main Street. (Frank) I placed this item on the agenda in hopes the surveyor will complete the survey before Thursday’s meeting. If we do not have the survey, we can pass on the item. I wanted the survey so the Council can see the 5.46 acres approved by the voters to sell in 1985. I also wanted to show the 1.77 acres a retailer is asking to purchase. If Council agrees to sell the property, I would suggest calling for bids for a period of 30 days, setting a minimum price of $750,000, requiring the purchaser disclose what is to be built on the property and include in the sale price $60,000 to TISD and $15,000 to Pop Warner for the relocation of Pop Warner to the Middle School. The property selling to SCC Development was $8.59 per square foot. By setting the minimum price at $750K, the cost per square foot for the 1.77 acres would be $9.72. If you call for bids, I will need to hire Larry Kokel to conduct an appraisal. 

3. Consider contract agreement with Capital Area Planning Council for an Emergency Notification System. (Chief Straub) If approved, this will act as a reverse 911 system. It will allow the Police Department to send emergency messages to defined areas by telephone to alert residents of an emergency situation. 

4. Consider Resolution R04-26 establishing a Regional Library System. (Bob Gaines) Currently, we receive grant funds through the Central Texas Library System. They receive funds from the State of Texas and distribute the funds to libraries in the Central Texas region. The Regional Library System wants to create a 501©3 organization so they can apply for grant funds and distribute them to the regional libraries. The State funds are cycled through the City of Austin before going to the CTLS.
5. Public Hearing and Introduce Ordinance 2004-25 establishing residential zoning criteria in non-single family residential zoning districts.  (Bob) If approved, the ordinance will require that a single-family residence constructed any zoning district adhere to the minimum requirements of the R1 District.
6. Consider accepting public utilities for Tractor Supply.  (David Simons) Council will need to consider accepting the public improvements associated with the new Tractor Supply store.
7. Consider change orders for Howard Street improvements.  (David Simons) David advised they have a few items that the engineer did not bid that need attention. Please see his report and the estimate for the change orders.
8. Consider water tank paint design.  (David Simons) Staff needs Council input on the paint design on the Mallard Street water tower, so the engineer can draft construction documents.
9. Consider appointments to Main Street and Airport Boards. (Mayor) We have two vacancies on the Main Street Board. Please see the attached application from Robert Clark, Lonnie Zycha, Barbara Rose Dominey, Robert G. Ackerman, II and Nicole Filze. We have one vacancy on the Airport Board with four applicants. They are Robert Clark, Carroll Morrison, Harvey E. Vogt and George Coggin.
10. Consider recommendation on Groundwater Management Area in Williamson County. (Frank) County Commissioner’s Limmer and Birkman have held a stakeholders meeting in Georgetown to ascertain if we need a groundwater management district in Williamson County. TCEQ is currently assessing the need of such a district in Williamson County. They have scheduled another public meeting next week and they are asking for comments. I thought I would place this on the agenda for discussion and possible recommendation. 
ADJOURN

CITY HALL ANNEX – We received numerous quotes for the improvements, reviewed the quotes and awarded bids. We are moving forward on the improvements to the City Hall Annex.

CITY OF TAYLOR LAND FOUNDATION – Ted submitted a request to the IRS for the Foundation to be tax exempt. The IRS has indicated it could take up to 120 days for review of our request. Once we receive the exempt status, the Foundation will be ready to receive the land donation from the County. 

FIRE STATION – Chief Stanford and Anita have relocate to the new administration on East 3rd Street. Mr. Hagler is removing the old building from the adjacent property. 

HIGHWAY 95 & FM 397 – We have received the necessary funds from HEB for the improvements along Hwy. 95 and Carlos G. Parker Blvd. Wal-Mart has expressed concern about the construction of the improvements over the Holiday season. They feel the interruption could cost them as much as 25% of the monthly gross income. Over the weekend, I noticed the contractor started the work along Hwy. 95 and Carlos G. Parker Blvd.

HOUSE BILL 1445 – Last week the County Commissioner’s approved the agreement with the City of Taylor on plat review in our ETJ. This brings us into compliance with HB 1445.

HOWARD STREET – This item is on the agenda. Staff issued notice to proceed on North Drive and we are waiting on contractor to begin. Engineering plans are being updated on Sloan Street based on comments from the plan review consultant (Casey).

HUTTO WHOLESALE WATER AGREEMENT – I received a call from Dan Hejl last Friday wanting to scheduled a meeting between me and Mel Yantis, City Manager in Hutto. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the contract amendment and impact fees. I will let you know the results of the meeting.

LIBRARY/PARK RESTROOMS – We will be getting the additional 15 feet survey and deed drafted for the TISD Board consideration. Komatsu advised the 15 feet was needed if to meet the original proposal of a future 35,000 sq. ft. library.

MALLARD PARK SUBDIVISION – I placed a petition we received from residents around the Mallard Park subdivision retention pond in the reports folder for your review. I asked David Simons to send Mr. Biggars a letter requesting he remedy the problem

NORTHSIDE FIRE STATION – We had an accident between a pickup truck and a fire truck in front of the station on Carlos G. Parker Blvd. The accident occurred while the fire truck was trying to back into the driveway from the loop. The pickup truck struck the front bumper of the fire truck. We are asking Architect Mervin Fatter, who designed the building, to get us a cost estimate to make the building a drive through. This would allow the trucks to drive around behind the building and access the drive instead of backing in off of the highway. For this to occur, we will need to acquire additional land from the Volunteer Fire Department. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – TxDOT is still reviewing the plans. 

RIO GRANDE WASTEWATER – Contractor is still making tie-ins and cleaning up. Repairs to streets have not been made.

SMOKE TESTING – The contractor is 98% complete with smoke testing in the contracted areas. They did not have to test very many manholes so we have some funds available in the contract. Bill and Albert have asked that they smoke test along Bull Branch.

TAYLOR PUBLIC INFORMATION CHANNEL – I have enclosed a letter from Time Warner reference the cost of installing necessary equipment for live video programming from City Hall. Time Warner estimates to cost to be $12,648.53. This does not include the equipment we would need to purchase to provide live video on Channel 10. 

TRADE AREA – Trammell-Crow developers agreed to assist with the cost of the retail trade area surveys. They agreed to send us $500.00. It appears FH&R did conduct the surveys in Taylor over the last weekend. They are getting the hours the survey crews were on the parking lots for our information. 

