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 City Council Meeting 

August 11, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:          
4
Agenda Title:
Consider Awarding HOME Grant to new recipient.
Council Action to be taken:
Approve, Deny, Table
Initiating Department:
Community Development
Staff Contact:

Bob van Til, AICP, CEcD

Director of Community Development

512-352-5990 x 16

bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item on the agenda is to consider awarding a HOME grant to the 8th recipient.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

In early 2004, the City received a $400,000 grant from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs to rehabilitate eight qualifying homes. The grant is intended to provide low-income residents with substandard homes a $50,000 grant to bring their homes up to minimum building codes. The grant is administered through the City by way of an administrator, Mr. James Conquest, who is employed by Leo Woods and Associates. The recipients do not actually receive any cash benefit from the grant.

As part of the award process, a Committee was appointed by the Council to review the applications and recommend to the Council who should receive the grants. The Council awarded eight grants in October 2004. Since that time, one of the recipients, Mrs. Henderson passed away. That prompted the staff and the Committee to review and consider a recommendation for the “8th Recipient.”

The other recipients are:

Howard Ross, 134 E 2nd
Maria Alderette, 901 Bland

Adela Hunt, 606 Bland

Ruby Nell Hubbard, 706 Bland

Jessie Simms, 502 W. Pecan

Beola Jones, 207 N. Dolan

b) Issues and Analysis

Following numerous attempts to gather the Committee together as well as work on other major projects that distracted staff from this project, the Committee was asked to rank the next two qualifying possible recipients. These are: Mrs. Ray Ella Strather (120 Royal Street) and Mrs. Phelonese Sledge (214 Murphy). The Committee was asked to select their final recipient via mail. To assist the Committee members in this selection, Mr. Conquest revisited the two homes, interviewed the applicants, and took pictures. This information was then sent to the Committee members with the instructions to select who they thought should the 8th recipient.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


No applicable

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


Selection of the 8th. recipient will help push the project along.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


A majority of the Committee members and the ex-officio members of the Committee recommend that Mrs. Strather at 120 Royal Street be awarded the 8th grant.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


4a HOME Grant Applicants ranking spreadsheet results
4b HOME Grant 8th Recipient Award Summary from the Committee
4c Letter to Selection Committee
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