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 City Council Meeting 

July 26, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:          
9
Agenda Title: 
Conduct Public Hearing and Consider Resolution R05-24 approving submittal of an application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for an Indoor Recreation Grant

Council Action to be taken: Conduct Public Hearing, Approve or Deny Resolution

Initiating Department: 
Community Development

Staff Contact: 

Bob van Til, AICP, CEcD

Director of Community Development

512-352-5990 x 16

bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution approving the submittal of an application for an indoor recreation grant.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

On May 31, 2005, the City Council concluded over two years of parks and recreation planning by approving the site plans for East Williamson County Park, Murphy Park, Robinson Park, and the hike and bike trails.

Prior to that time the Council approved the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as well as the Indoor Supplement to the plan. A Teen/Youth Center and a Recreation Center also ranked as high priorities in the Plan

The Indoor Supplement was designed to tell us what the community wanted to see in a recreation center. The high priority items from the Supplement are:

1. Gymnasium

2. Exercise/karate/dance room

3. Weight room

4. Multi-use rooms

5. Locker/dressing rooms

6. Indoor swimming pool

The moderate priority items are:

1. Child care area

2. Play area for toddlers

3. Game/media rooms

4. Cooking/Kitchen facility

5. Auditorium with stage

6. Computer lab

As a result of all these planning efforts, the Staff retained Langford and Associates to prepare a grant application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) for an indoor recreation grant.

b) Issues and Analysis

The total cost of the recreation center is estimated to be approximately $3 million. This will build a 14,000 S.F. facility and associated parking and support systems. It also includes an 8,000 S.F. gymnasium. To date the funding of the facility has been structured as a partnership between the County, the City, and the YMCA. The County’s participation lies in its donation of land and the possible provision of $1million. The City has discussed the possibility of providing approximately $1million also. The YMCA has discussed providing approximately $350,000 for FF+E.

The State allocated $835,000 for the indoor recreation grant program for the next biennium. This amounts to $417,000 per year. Only one grant will be awarded per year.

In order to attain the highest number of points, the grant application will need to highlight the top 5 items from the Indoor Supplement to the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. It will also need to include 5 other not-so-high-priority items identified in the plan. To obtain these points in the grant application, the application will focus on the construction of the recreation center and the gymnasium. Applying for just the gymnasium will not gain the points needed to fund a successful application.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


The grant application will be for $750,000. The City anticipates providing three acres and a cash match. The value of the three acres is estimated to be $37,078. This leaves approximately $713,000 as the cash match. A possible source of funding for the local cash match can be the proceeds from the parkland sales.

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The application is due to the State on July 29, 2005

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Staff recommends that the Council conduct the public hearing and approve the resolution.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


9a Resolution R05-24
9b Limmer letter of support
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