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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on September 9, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
City Attorney, Ted Hejl 

Council member Ella Jez
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Tim Mikeska

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Ms. Neta Callahan presented handouts and displayed artifacts related to the history of Williamson County.  Mr. Brian Neidig presented the possibility of constructing a lighted Christmas tree on the island in the pond at Murphy Park.  He was uncertain as to details regarding construction, funding, and electrical needs but would like the Council to be aware of his efforts.  Mr. Geoff Ryan, Greater Williamson County United Way, presented an overview of the services and funding being provided in Taylor.

CONSENT AGENDA

*Approve Minutes from August 19, 2004.

*Approve Minutes from August 24, 2004

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve the minutes from August 19 as presented and the minutes from August 24 with corrections as noted in a written statement presented to the City Clerk.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSIDER CONTRACT WITH DUNHAM ENGINEERING FOR MURPHY PARK AND MALLARD WATER TANK IMPROVEMENTS.

David Simons, Interim Director Engineering, presented a contract for consideration regarding designs services for improvements of water tanks at Murphy Park and on Mallard.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald had concerns about the substantial increase in costs estimates from the original agreement submitted earlier this year.  Mr. Simons stated that there may have been some differences in the scope of work described in the initial contract and that he would get additional background information and figures for the council to review prior to the next meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to table this item until more detailed information and costs figures could be provided.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER FEASIBILITY STUDY EXTENSION FOR NEW AIRPORT HANGARS.

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, presented a proposal by Mr. Ray Gill to conduct a feasibility study for adding additional hangars to the airport.  In November 2003, the council granted Mr. Gill a 60-day feasibility period to conduct this study but asked that he not proceed until the issue of the Central Texas Airport project was resolved.  With that issue no longer pending Mr. Gill would like to proceed with his proposal.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to authorize the extension of the feasibility study.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH WILLIAMSON COUNTY REGARDING HB 1445 AND PLATTING IN CITY EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION.

Mr. VanTil presented a proposal for an interlocal agreement with Williamson County for the administration of plats in the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ).  He explained that in the 2001 legislative session House Bill 1445 was passed which mandated that cities and counties must enter into interlocal agreements to administer platting in their respective ETJ’s.  The agreement being presented is a result of discussions between the city and county over the past eighteen months.  The agreement allows county construction standards to apply when the project is outside the one-mile limit and in the voluntary ETJ.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the interlocal agreement as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 Voted AYE.  Motion passed

ORDINANCE 2004-15 TAX ABATEMENT POLICY.

Ted Hejl, City Attorney, read the ordinance caption:

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENTS FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A REPEAL CLAUSE.

This ordinance had been introduced at the August 24 city council meeting and was being presented for any comment or discussion.  Changes that had been made as a result of the initial reading included additional information being added to the incentives matrix reflecting a gradation of wages paid, changing the target industry list to provide tax abatement benefits to design-related industries and retail only in the Downtown Redevelopment Area and adding “3/4” in Section 3 of the ordinance to comply with State law.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the ordinance as amended.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-22 AMENDING THE HOME CONTRACT PERFORMANCE STATEMENT.

The City received a grant from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs to rehabilitate at least eight homes.  As part of the contract, the City committed to fund four households with area median incomes between 31 and 60 percent and four households with incomes less than 30 percent.  However, during the application process it became apparent that the homes from the applicants’ in the 31 to 60 percent range were not in dire need of repair and that the contract guidelines needed to be amended in order to serve the existing population better.  Mayor Hill thanked Barbara Belz, former City Clerk, for her dedication to seeing that this program was funded and to recognize her efforts in getting the project completed.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution to amend the performance contract as presented.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.
PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-23 TO AMEND RIO GRANDE WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT.

Mr. Simons presented a resolution to the council to consider amending the 2003 Texas Community Development Program contract with the Office of Rural Community Affairs to delete the replacement of wastewater line planned along Rio Grande Street from the alley between Symes and Gano Street to S. Doak Street due to budget constraints.  Bids were advertised with additive alternate sections and the Council had already approved the contract award to Smetana which made this amendment necessary in order to comply with the contract guidelines.  Mayor Hill declared the public hearing open.  No public comment was presented.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-14 TO ALLOW ACCESS TO PERSONNEL ‘G’ FILES.

Mr. Hejl read the caption to introduce the ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING DEPARTMENTAL FILES OF THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO CHAPTER 143 OF THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE; GRANTING ACCESS TO CERTAIN, SPECIFIED POSITIONS WITHIN THE CITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-19 TO ADDRESS ASSIGNMENT PAY FOR POLICE OFFICERS AND FIREFIGHTERS.

Mr. Hejl read the caption to introduce the ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE CREATING “ASSIGNMENT PAY” FOR CERTAIN ASSIGNMENTS WITHIN THE FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
CONSIDER AUTHORIZATION TO USE MUNICIPAL COURT SECURITY AND TECHNOLOGY FUNDS.

State law allows fees collected from tickets and court costs to be used for technology and security programs in a municipal court.  Currently the city has over $20,000 available in this fund and staff is requesting that $10,549 be applied towards installing a security system and computer technology improvements at the new facility at 109 W. 4th street.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve $10,549 to be used from the municipal court security and technology funds.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE. Motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 2004-16 TO AMEND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 2003-33 REGARDING WATER AND WASTEWATER UTILITIES.

Mayor Hill opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2004-16 to amend the subdivision ordinance 2003-33.  No public comment was presented.  Council agreed to send this issue back to the Planning and Zoning Commission for reconsideration and will address the ordinance at the next meeting if necessary.  No further action was taken.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-17, FEES

Mr. Hejl read the caption to introduce the ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, AMENDING ALL APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SCHEDULE OF FEES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATES; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-18 BUDGET AMENDMENT

Mr. Hejl read the caption to introduce the ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2003-28 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 26, 2003; ORDINANCE NO. 2004-3 ADOPTED ON FEBRUARY 12, 2004; AND ORDINANCE 2004-4 ADOPTED ON MAY 13, 2004 MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2003 AND ENDING SEPEMBER 30, 2004; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE APYMENT OF OEPRATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY
CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO AIRPORT BOARD

Council Member Mikeska made a motion to reappoint Brad Moss to the Airport Board.  Seconded by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO MAIN STREET ADVISORY BOARD

Council member Jez asked to delay these appointments to give the Board more time to advertise the board vacancies.  Council member Gonzales expressed concern that there were applicants before them and they should be considered for appointment.  He felt that asking for more applications might send the wrong message to those who had already applied.  Council member Jez made a motion to not make any appointments to the Main Street Advisory Board until the vacancies were advertised and the Board had more time to attract applicants.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE; One NO, Council member Gonzales.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO MOODY MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to appoint Elizabeth King to the Moody Museum Advisory Board to fill the vacancy created with Kate Griffith’s resignation.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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