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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 24, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
City Attorney, Ted Hejl 

Council member Ella Jez
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Tim Mikeska

Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Ms. Connie Watson, Public Information Officer for Williamson County, and David Flores, Finance Director for the county, presented a slide show on “Williamson County: Present and Future”.  The presentation was an overview of current and future projects planned for the county and information regarding the proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

CONSENT AGENDA

· Approve Minutes from August 12, 2004.

· Concur with financials and payment of bills for July 2004

· Ordinance 2004-10 for Specific Use Permit Zoning Request for Twins Liquor store.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve the items on the consent agenda and seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  4 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

PRESENTATION BY JEFFREY CANTERBERRY OF T.A.C.

Mr. Canterberry presented a proposal to the council regarding a preliminary energy audit his firm, T.A.C. had conducted earlier this year.  Senate Bill 5 requires the City to reduce energy demand by 5% over the next five years.  Mr. Canterberry is proposing that the city proceed to request a detailed energy audit to identify areas where energy might be saved and to determine what costs may be involved in making these improvements.  The council agreed to move forward with this project and to begin the request for proposals to secure a firm to make these improvements with a guarantee that the energy savings will occur.  

ORDINANCE 2004-8 A Pro Rata Reimbursement Agreement for Water and Wastewater Improvements for Tractor Supply, Inc. and consider developer agreement.

PROVIDING A PRO RATA REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN ON-SITE AND OFF-SITE WATER LINE (“WATER LINE”) AND A WASTEWATER COLLECTION LINE (“WW LINE”), SOMETIMES HEREINAFTER COLLECTIVELY REFERRED TO AS “LINES” CONSTRUCTED UNDER A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT WITH BINGHAM CONSTRUCTION, INC., (“DEVELOPER”); PROVIDING A METHOD OF PRO RATA REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE LINES; PROVIDING A METHOD OF ENFORCING PAYMENT OF THE PRO RATA CHARGES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTANT AND IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED $2,000.00 FOR EACH DAY OF VIOLATION HEREOF.

Mr. Salvato, City Manager, presented an overview of the terms included in this ordinance with relation to the Tractor Supply construction project on Highway 95.  The developer agreement will allow the city to begin to extend services north as the city continues to grow and annex property in this area.  Council member Jez made a motion to approve the ordinance and developer agreement as presented.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ORDINANCE 2004-9 A PRO RATA REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS FOR CHICKEN EXPRESS AND CONSIDER DEVELOPER AGREEMENT.
PROVIDING A PRO RATA REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN OFF-SITE WASTEWATER COLLECTION LINE CONSTRUCTED UNDER A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH R. MCBROOM INDUSTRIES, LLC, (“DEVELOPER”); PROVIDING A METHOD OF PRO RATA REIMBURSEMENT TO THE DEVELOPER FOR OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION CHARGES OF THE WASTEWATER COLLECTION LINE; PROVIDING A METHOD OF ENFORCING PAYMENT OF THE PRO RATA CHARGES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTANT AND CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED $2,000.00 FOR EACH DAY OF VIOLATION HEREOF.

Mr. Salvato presented the details outlined in this ordinance and developer agreement as it relates to the Chicken Express project also located on Highway 95.  This agreement differs in the fact that Mr. McBroom had already paid for the upsizing of the wastewater line to his property and the agreement allows the city to reimburse him for the difference in price for the upsizing.  If future property owners choose to connect to his wastewater line Mr. McBroom will be reimbursed instead of the city.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the ordinance and developer agreement with an amendment to extend the contract from 20 to 30 years to be consistent with the similar agreement being presented to Tractor Supply.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONTRACT WITH INSURORS OF TEXAS

Starla Hall, Director of Human Resources, presented a proposal to renew the annual contract with Insurors of Texas to assist with employee health benefits programs.  Staff continues to be pleased with the service this firm provides in analyzing insurance quotes for services, staff claims, the annual health fair, and providing updates on new laws and regulations regarding employee health insurance that change during the year.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the contract agreement for the 2004/2005 fiscal year with Insurors of Texas for $10,000.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR KB HOMES NORTHPARK SUBDIVISION.

David Simons, Interim Director of Engineering, presented a request for council to approve public improvements for Phase 2B of the KB Homes Northpark Subdivision.  Mr. Simons stated that all improvements have been completed and the only item lacking at this time is a copy of an asphalt test result.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept the public improvements for Phase 2B as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR CHICKEN EXPRESS.

Mr. Simons presented a list of items still outstanding from Mr. McBroom regarding the Chicken Express project.  These items are mainly administrative and include the absence of a maintenance bond, an electronic copy of the drawings, and the possibility of lot cleanup on the adjacent property owned by Mr. Werchan.  Mr. McBroom has agreed to address these problems in a timely manner and staff recommended accepting the project with the contingency that the final plat not be filed or a certificate of occupancy be provided until these issues are addressed.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to accept the public improvements with the exceptions as stated above.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-16 TO AMEND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 2003-33 REGARDING WATER AND WASTEWATER UTILITIES.

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2004-16

AMENDING TAYLOR SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance No. 2004-16 and Mayor Hill opened the public hearing to introduce the ordinance.  Mr. Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, provided council with details on how this amendment evolved and what issue it is designed to address.  A recent case before the Planning and Zoning Commission was denied a variance based on the criteria available as outlined in the guidelines.  Staff believes the guidelines are not directly applicable in this particular situation and believe an amendment to the subdivision ordinance may help alleviate any future issues regarding septic systems for property within the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.  

Ms. Evangeline Barefoot came forward to address the council regarding this issue as it relates directly to her family’s property on north Highway 95.  She urged the council to reconsider the request for a variance in lieu of the fact that the property is more than 4,000 feet north of the city limits and has no access to wastewater services at this time.  Council Member Mikeska made a motion to refer the request for a variance back to the Planning and Zoning Commission provided they consider this new information and the possibility of an amendment to the subdivision ordinance being adopted to address this issue.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-15 TAX ABATEMENT POLICY

ORDINANCE NO. 2004-15

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENTS FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A REPEALER CLAUSE.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-15.  Mr. VanTil presented an overview of the past tax abatement policies and what changes have been incorporated into the newest version being presented.  The new policy includes a more detailed outline and structure of the tax abatement program and procedures to be followed when completing an application.  It also includes incentives that differentiate the downtown area, the enterprise zones and neighborhood empowerment zones from “general projects” and an incentive to preserve historical structures.  Council member Mikeska thanked staff for including a guideline that states “local vendors and contractors shall be given preference, as much as possible, for the planning, and construction of the new facility”.  There were no comments from the public.  The ordinance was officially introduced.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENT TO PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Council reviewed applications submitted to fill a vacancy on the commission created by the resignation of Paul Bennett.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to appoint David Scott Green to the commission to fill Mr. Bennett’s unexpired term.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND 2004-2005 BUDGET

· Public hearing on ad valorem tax rate and 2004-2005 Budget
No public comment was presented.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to lower taxes and set the tax rate at 0.729.  There was no second.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald commented that he would like to see the tax rate lowered but not at the expense of reducing or eliminating projects including the continued street rehabilitation program, numerous unfunded capital improvement projects, and any unanticipated civil service program costs.  Council member Mikeska stated that if the tax rate is not lowered that he would like to see the police officer positions reinstated.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to set the tax rate at 0.735.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Two voted AYE, (Mayor Hill and Council Member Mikeska) and two voted NO.  (Council member Jez and Mayor Pro Tem McDonald).  Motion failed.

Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to lower taxes and to set the tax rate at 0.74 and council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE (Mayor Hill, Council member Jez, and Mayor Pro Tem McDonald) and one voted NO (Council member Mikeska).  Motion passed.

· Introduce Ordinance 2004-11  fixing and levying ad valorem tax rate for tax year 2004-2005.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-11.  

ORDINANCE NO.  2004-11

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AND PROVIDING FOR THE INTEREST AND SINKING FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2004/2005.

Introduce Ordinance 2004-12 adopt the 2004-2005 annual budget excluding “Contributions to Civic Programs”.


City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-12.  


ORDINANCE NO.  2004-12

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2004 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2005.


Introduce “Contributions to Civic Programs” from Ordinance 2004-12.
Mayor Hill recused himself and did not participate in the discussion on this item.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-12 to include contributions to civic programs.

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 8:26 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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