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Conduct Public Hearing and Consider Resolution R05-19 Approving Master Plans for the East Williamson County Property, Murphy Park, Robinson Park, and Hike and Bike Trail Improvements.
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	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution approving master plans for the East Williamson County property, Murphy Park, Robinson Park, and Hike and Bike Trail Improvements.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

The City and the County hired Hall-Bargainer, Inc., to develop site plans for Eastern Williamson County Park, Murphy Park, and Robinson Park. They are also going to develop a plan to improve the hike and bike trail that traverses the City. The Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan identified high, moderate, and low priority items the community would like to see our parks. Hall-Bargainer, Inc., in partnership with the Parks Board, the Parks Master Planning Committee, the Planning and Zoning Commission, and the public, are in the process of assigning those high priority needs, and other needed items, to the various parks. 

The high priority needs identified by the community in the Parks Plan are: 

1. Playground equipment for children, 

2. Picnic areas and pavilions, 

3. Soccer fields, 

4. Benches and seating areas, 

5. Basketball courts, and 

6. Water recreation activities.

The site plans are supplemental to the grant application and also provide the City with a “roadmap” as to how the community would like to see those parks develop over the years to come.

b) Issues and Analysis

In order to complement the planning process, staff requested that the Council review the numerous projects identified in the parks and attempt to prioritize them during a special meeting on May 19, 2005. That effort will assist the grant writer in preparing a funding request to the State that not only reflects the desires and needs of the community but also those of the City Council.

As a result of the discussions from the May 19, 2005 meeting, Mr. Bargainer has revised the site plans as discussed. The revisions discussed include:

East Williamson County Property:

1. Moving the Pop Warner field closer to the parking lot (moving the field has eliminated on under 12 soccer field)

2. Not lighting the soccer field

3. Lighting two of the three little league baseball fields

4. Delaying the construction of restrooms (anticipate them being provided in the recreation center)

Murphy Park:

1. Try to use the old pool house slab for a lighted basketball court

2. Shade-in or some how show the old tennis courts (since it will be quite some time before they may move and there is no identified location for them in another park)

Robinson Park

1. Attempt to make improvements to the pool house 

2. Include lighting with the upgrades to the softball field

3. Make improvements to the existing basketball courts on Threadgill Street, to include lighting, and possibly eliminating the courts in the park east of the softball field.

4. Explore the acquisition of the property on the south-east corner of Threadgill Street and Frank Street.

If I have omitted any items discussed from the last meeting, please let me know and I will include them in future renditions of the plans.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


There are many potential funding options for the City’s recreational improvements. They are most likely to be a combination of dollars from the general fund, grants, land-sale proceeds, debt, County funds, Federal funds, park development fees, etc. Needless to say, the needs outweigh the amount of funds available on a short and long term basis. The funding strategy will be determined by the Council’s priorities for improvements combined with the sources of funding.  

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


Several grant applications to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department will be generated from this planning effort. One grant application will be to improve the hike and bike trail. This application is due on June 1, 2005. The other grant application will be for outdoor parks improvements that reflect the high priority items identified in the Parks Plan. This application is due to the State by July 31, 2005.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


The Parks Board and the Planning and Zoning Commission have forwarded a favorable recommendation to the Council on the East Williamson County property, Murphy Park, Robinson Park, and the trail system connections.

Tim Bargainer and his team from Hall-Bargainer, Inc., will be in attendance to present the park plans and address the Council.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


8a Resolution R05-19
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