CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 9, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of September 23, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Amend Zoning Ordinance 2001-17 - Residential Zoning Policies – Public Hearing and Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-36.  (Bob) This zoning ordinance establishes different zones for residential development. This will allow the P&Z and City Council to protect adjacent property values by regulating the allowable lot and home size. 

3. Amend Sign Ordinance No. 2001-15 – Banner Sign Exempt List – Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-38.  (Bob) If approved, some banner signs will be exempt from the fee schedule.

4. Contract for economic development plan consultant.  (Bob) Request for Proposals were advertised, received and evaluated by a committee. The committee recommends Angelou Economics to be hired for the economic development plan. Funds for this plan come from the State grant, City and TEDC matching funds.

5. Discuss Williamson County Appraisal District’s taxation of airport hangar leases.  (Bob) Williamson County Appraisal District has ruled that the lease agreements on the hangars and tie-downs are taxable. As you can imagine, most pilot are unhappy with this ruling. I have placed copies of the AG’s opinion for your consideration. The Airport Board has asked that Council object to the interpretation of the law.

6. Volunteer firefighters request to use Victoria Street Station.  (Haywood) The Volunteer Fire Department is requesting the use of the Victoria Street Fire Station once the paid personnel are moved to the existing two stations and that the City Council approve $3,000 a year for two years for assistance with utilities at the station. Current utilities run approximately $6,500 per year. Roof repair is estimated at $4,840 and $1,200 is needed for fascia board replacement and painting.

7. Revision of funding for purchase of fire truck and SUV’s. (Haywood) Council initially approved $265,000 for the purchase of the fire truck and $40,000 for the SUV’s. The amount placed in the bond issue for the truck was $350,000, with an additional $40,000 in the vehicle lease for the SUV’s. Haywood would like to request additional funds for equipment for the fire truck and permission to upsize the SUV’s from the Chevrolet Trailbrazer’s to Tahoe’s. The Tahoe is a larger vehicle with a V-8 engine for approximately $2,000 more for each vehicle. If needed, the remaining $63,000 can be spent on other items listed in the bond issue, like the next item on the agenda.

8. Award construction contract for Laboratory Building at wastewater treatment plant.  (Casey) Initial estimates for the wastewater lab building were $120,000 so that amount was put in the bond issue. Staff requested alternate bids so the options could be considered once the bids came in and if funds were available. Additional funds are available depending on your decision with the fire truck on item number seven. Staff is recommending awarding to Bland Construction, Rockdale, Texas, in the amount of $151,136.00 plus a $15,000 contingency. This will include the base bid plus alternates 1,6,8 &10. The alternates include concrete paving, metal raised panel roof, building pad and limestone veneer. 

9. Award contract for utility relocations around Old Thorndale Road and East Third Street Bridge. (Casey) When we bid the utility line relocations in August the low bid was approximately $165,000. Staff asked Council to reject those bids. The relocation was bid again in September and the low bidder was Fillip Construction Company, Inc. in the amount of $122,436.26. We probably need to allow some contingency funds to cover any problems that might arise. Council approved $150,000 in the C.O. Issue for the line relocates.

10. Submit adjustments to Public Utility Commission for access line rate increase.  (Charles) The PUC allows for annual increases in the line charges within the City limits. The current charge is 0.83 per month. If Council does not take action, the charge will automatically increase to 0.84 per month. 

11. Investment Policy – Resolution No. R03-21.  (Charles) We are required to update the investment policy annually. Staff is not recommending any changes to the existing policy.

12. Management of City’s investment portfolio.  (Charles) Charles has concerns about his lack of time he has to spend managing City investments. He feels, especially since the economy is slow, more time should be spent on investments to generate as much income as possible. He is asking Council to consider hiring Principal Financial Group to assist staff with investments.

13. Call special Council meeting to canvass November 4, 2003 election results. (Barbara) Election law requires the canvassing of the election results on one of the following days – November 7 – 10, 2003. I might suggest an early Friday morning special meeting or wait until Monday for a morning or evening meeting. This special meeting should not take more than 15 minutes. 

14. Nominations to the Williamson County Appraisal District Board of Directors – Resolution No. R03-27. Leslie Hill currently serves on the Board of Directors. She would like to continue to serve. Williamson County Commissioners Court nominated Harry Gibbs, a realtor in Georgetown. Round Rock nominated the four existing members on the board and another gentleman from Round Rock. Barbara and I put the four existing Board members and Mr. Gibbs on the resolution. Of course, you can make any changes you deem necessary.

15. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisitions:  new fire station, right-of-way easements and airport property.

16. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
17. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – October 6, 2003

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s advised me this morning (October 2nd) that his contractor should be back working on Thursday or Friday. He also asked us to have Mr. or Mrs. Herrera contact him if they had questions. Clint emailed Mr. Routh and received the same comments back from him.

FIREMEN CREW QUARTERS – The portable building has been installed. It will probably be another week before the electricity is run and water and wastewater lines are connected.

HARIMASA – The County wants to transfer the land at Hwy. 79 and FM 112 to the City. Most of the land will be transferred to the TEDC for Harimasa and future development. The City will retain 15-20 acres for a future public works facility.

HEB – HEB issued a press release on September 26th. Due to an oversight at the Daily Press, the press lease did not make the paper. The press release did make the Taylor Tribune last Saturday.

HIKE & BIKE TRAIL – The Street Department tried to make repairs to the existing asphalt hike and bike trail. The old asphalt is coming apart so the new cold mix did not help as much as we had hoped. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – We made an offer to Mr. Slivensky and he has accepted. We are still waiting on Southwestern Bell before we proceed on Howard Street. Staff has received plans on Sloan from the engineering firm for review.

HUNTER’S RUN DRAINAGE CHANNEL – Todd Routh brought in a survey of the drainage channel that runs from Loop 397 to T.H. Johnson and North Drive. We will draft a deed that will transfer the property to the City. The City will then maintain the channel.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE - PRECINCT FOUR OFFICE – Construction has started on the new office building. As soon as the facility is complete, we will draft documents necessary to swap the current building (County owned) for the land on Mallard (City owned). The funds necessary to pay the difference in the appraised values are in the bond funds.

NOVEMBER BOND/WATER PLANT ELECTION – Staff put together a brochure that explains the four different propositions. We placed a copy in your packet.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – This item is on the agenda.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – We still hope to have final plans ready shortly for an October public meeting. After the public meeting, we will submit the plans to TxDOT for review.

PARK RESTROOMS – Casey is still trying to negotiate a lower fee for the design of the park restrooms.  

TAX ABATEMENTS – Ted is drafting the tax abatement agreements for ERCOT, Laboratory Tops and hariMasa. We will send the companies the draft agreements for signatures before we put them on the agenda for your approval.

TEXAS DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE – The annual conference will be held in Austin on November 5-7, 2003. Robbie budgeted for four of the Main Street Board members to attend. The Main Street Board said they would rather the City Council attend. We have placed conference brochures in your packet. Please let us know whether you plan to attend or not.

TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE – As a reminder for those signed up to attend TML, the conference will be held November 19-22, 2003 in San Antonio. TML assigned hotel rooms for Taylor at La Mansion.

TRUCK ROUTE – We are waiting on the local TxDOT maintenance facility to install the signs. They had to order a special u-bolt that will allow them to attach to existing signs. I asked that they inform me when they have completed the installation.

