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(October 9, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #:  4

Department: Community Development

Agenda Title: Authorize City manager to Enter Into a Contract for Consultant Services to Prepare the Economic Development Component of Comprehensive Plan

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with the consultant to prepare the economic development component of the comprehensive plan.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Earlier this year, the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) awarded the City a Planning and Capacity Building Grant to update the City’s comprehensive plan.

The comprehensive plan was divided into three major parts: 

1. The “core plan component” which deals with demographics, housing, land use and annexations, and the thoroughfare plan, 

2. The economic development component, and 

3. The parks and open space component. 

The City hired Carter and Burgess earlier this year to prepare the parks and open space component of the plan.

The Taylor Economic Development Corporation, in conjunction with representations from the City, the County, and the Chamber, advertised for, received, and reviewed five proposals from consultants with expertise in preparing economic development plans.

The five responders included:

4. Angelou Economic Services

5. Community Development Management

6. Economic Development Services

7. Johnson and Associates

8. T.I.P. Development Strategies

Of the five responses to the RFP, Angelou Economics was preferred for the following reasons:

1. They are a very experienced economic development planning firm

2. They are familiar with the Taylor area as well as the Austin area

3. They will bring a global perspective to the planning process

4. They prepared the previous economic development plan in 1996 and 1999

5. They are familiar with ORCA’s grant requirements.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


The cost of the plan will be $50,000, plus expenses. The funds will be a combination of grant funds, a portion of the city’s local match, as required by ORCA, and funds provided by the TEDC.

	4. RECOMMENDATION


Following interviews of three of the consulting firms, the team recommended that the Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Angelou Economics to prepare the economic development component of the comprehensive plan.  
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