CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

SEPTEMBER 23, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of September 11, 2003 and September 16, 2003 meetings. (Barbara)

2. Concur with financials and payment of August bills.  (Charles)

3. Ordinance No. 2003-33 – Subdivision Ordinance revision to include commercial platting & development criteria, platting & permitting sequences, the provision of public utilities and sidewalks and adding new definitions.  (Bob)

4. Fee Ordinance amendment –Ordinance No. 2003-34.  (Charles) This item can be removed from the consent agenda if you have questions about the fee ordinance.

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

5. Contract with Prichard, Roberson & Co. to audit City accounts.  (Charles) Staff is recommending the hiring of Prichard, Roberson & Co. for the 2002-2003 Audit. 

6. Street Lighting Service Agreement with Oncor Electric.  (Paul Bennett) Paul has asked that this item be placed on the agenda. He will be in attendance for questions. He could possibly be a little late in that he also makes a presentation in Rockdale at 5:30 p.m.

7. Taylor Economic Development Corporation 2003/2004 annual budget.  (John Nelson) State law requires that the City Council approve the Economic Development Corporation budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

8. Ordinance No. 2003-32 – zoning change application for 14.09 acres of land, John Pharass Survey, Abstract No. 496, northwest corner of W. Lake Drive and Carlos G. Parker Blvd. from Single Family (R-1) District to Light Industrial (M-1) District.  (Bob) If approved, this completes the zoning of the Zizinia/Prewitt property for the ERCOT expansion.

9. 2002/2003 budget amendment –Ordinance No. 2003-35.  (Charles) Charles submitted this to you at the last Council meeting. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

10. Award grounds maintenance contract.  (Casey) Funds for this contract are in the 2003-2004 budget.

11. Request to transfer funds from the City Library account to the Taylor Library Foundation.  (Norma) Now that a 501C3 organization has been created (Taylor Library Foundation), they are requesting that the Council allow them to have the funds being kept by the Library Board for future expansion of the Library or book purchases.

12. Volunteer Firefighters request to use Victoria Street Station. (Chief Stanford) Please see the memo from Tim Mikeska requesting the use of the Victoria Street Fire Station by the Taylor Volunteer Fire Department once we move personnel to the downtown and Northside fire stations.

13. Parks Master Plan Committee.  Council agreed at the last meeting to provide three names each of persons in the community to serve on the Committee.  Barbara has included a memo with selected names.

14. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisitions: new fire station and right-of-way easements.

15. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
16. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – September 19, 2003

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s contractor has not worked in the last two weeks. Clint Alsobrook sent Mr. Routh an e-mail on Thursday asking him to complete the project. We have not received a response.

HEB – The building contractor for HEB visited with Casey this week about the planned construction. They have not yet issued a press release.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – This item is on the agenda to discuss right-of-way acquisition.

NOVEMBER ELECTION – Staff is putting together a brochure that will explain the four different propositions. We hope to have it complete by next week.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – We are re-bidding the utilities.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Staff met with representatives from Gould Evans last week. We hope to have final plans next month for a public meeting. After the public meeting, we will submit the plans to TxDOT for review.

PARK RESTROOMS – Casey has received a proposal from and Architectural firm to design the restrooms. He is not satisfied with the proposal at this time. 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER – We are working on the newsletter for October mailing. If you have anything you would like to include, please let me know. We are including information on the election.

TAX ABATEMENTS – Ted is drafting the tax abatement agreements for ERCOT, Laboratory Tops and hariMasa. We will send the companies the draft agreements for signatures before we put them on the agenda for your approval. 

TRUCK ROUTE – I checked with the TxDOT maintenance facility here in Taylor and the signs have not been installed. I asked that they inform me when they have completed the installation.

WATER BILLS – Please see the staff response to the misread utility bills in your packet.

