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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on September 11, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato
Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – August 26, 2003 meeting.

*COMMUNITY CENTER AMENDMENT TO ZONING ORDINANCE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-31

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17, CHAPTER 3, ZONING DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS; SECTION 3.1, ZONING DISTRICT USE TABLES; TABLE 3.5, “EDUCATION, INSTITUTIONAL & SPECIAL USE” TO INCLUDE SPECIFIC USE PERMITS FOR COMMUNITY CENTERS IN SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R-1) AND RURAL-AGRICULTURAL (R-A) ZONING DISTRICTS

ZIZINIA/PREWITT ZONING CHANGE – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-32

Council member McDonald left the meeting and did not participate in discussions on this item.  Mayor Hill opened the public hearing.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-32.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS JOHN PHARASS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 496, BEING APPROXIMATELY A 14.09 ACRE TRACT ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF W. LAKE DRIVE AND CARLOS G. PARKER BLVD. FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (M-1) DISTRICT

Council member McDonald returned to the meeting.

SUBDIVSIION ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-33
Mayor Hill opened the public hearing.  Community Development Director Bob van Til presented a new Subdivision Ordinance No. 2003-33.  The new policies include provisions for the issuance of commercial building permits.  This ordinance will codify the city’s practices:  create new commercial development criteria; identify the development and permitting sequences; clarify policies on the provision of utilities; and add definitions of “construction plans” and “public improvements.”  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-33.

CALL ELECTION FOR SALE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT TO BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY – RESOLUTION NO. R03-24

Council Member Gonzales asked that the name of the building for the Precinct 2 election be changed to Senior Nutrition Center.  Mayor Hill changed the Presiding Judge for Precinct 1 to Evelyn Flowers-Cook.  Proposition on the ballot is:  


Proposition No. 4 – Granting authority to the Taylor City Council to sell the


City of Taylor water treatment plant, being a utility system


of the City of Taylor, Texas

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-24 with the changes.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

RESOLUTION CALLING AN ELECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING AUTHORITY OF THE TAYLOR CITY COUNCIL TO SELL A CITY UTILITY SYSTEM TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, ON THE UNIFORM ELECTION DATE OF NOVEMBER 4, 2003; DESIGNATING POLLING PLACES AND ELECTION JUDGES; PROVIDING NOTICE OF THE ELECTION; AND PROVIDING THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON THE SAME BALLOT TO BE USED FOR THE CITY BOND ELECTION AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION R03-20 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 26, 2003
LEVERAGE LOAN – RESOLUTION NO. R03-26

Taylor Economic Development Director John Nelson asked for authorization for TEDC to apply for a $900,000 leverage loan to fund land acquisition for ERCOT expansion.  Mr. Nelson presented a resolution approving a resolution by the Taylor Economic Development Corporation authorizing and approving a loan agreement between the Taylor Economic Development Corporation and the Texas Department of Economic Development and related documents, authorizing the execution and delivery of the loan agreement, and other matters in connection therewith.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to approve Resolution No. R03-26.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Council member McDonald abstained because of a conflict of interest.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS SUPPORTING TAYLOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION’S LEVERAGE LOAN APPLICATION
MAIN STREET ANNUAL REPORT

Main Street Manager Robbie Jones presented an annual report illustrating the fiscal and economic impact that the Taylor Main Street has on our community.  The report shows the “rate of return” of the public dollars invested in the program versus the dollars earned directly through sales taxes and property taxes.  This year the rate of return on the dollars spent on the Main Street program is in excess of 1:4.  Volunteer contributions have totaled 11,767 hours worked on Main Street projects, equaling over $60,000 in free labor at minimum wage.  Some local economic incentives are:  reimbursement façade grant, reimbursement sign grant, low-interest loan program, and city and county tax abatements.  Government incentives are:  state architectural assistance program, federal historic preservation tax credit, Texas Capital Fund Main Street Grant, and new market tax credits.

REJECT BIDS FOR UTILITY RELOCATIONS 

Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that bids were opened for the relocation of City water and wastewater lines around the Old Thorndale Road and E. Third Street bridges to make room for the construction of new bridges by TXDoT.  The bids were much higher than the amount budgeted.  Staff recommends Council reject the bids so that the project can be redesigned and bid out again.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Mayor Hill to reject the utility relocation bids as presented, redesign and rebid.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AWARD HEALTH AND DENTAL INSURANCE CONTRACTS

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to award the health and dental insurance contracts for city employees to Scott & White Health Plan and Metlife respectively.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

INSURANCE CONSULTING AGREEMENT

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to authorize the execution of a consulting agreement with Insurors of Texas for consulting and brokerage services for employee benefit plans.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

IMPACT FEE SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the impact fee semi-annual report covering the period from January 1, 2003 to June 30, 2003.  Mr. Van Til stated that staff has not experienced any problems implementing the plans, administering the impact fees, or has discovered any inequities in the administration of the fees.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska to accept the impact fee semi-annual report as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

FIREMEN LIVING CONDITIONS IN 1935 CITY HALL

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that even if the citizens vote on November 4th to build a new fire station it will take up to twenty-four months to build and firefighters need better living quarters sooner than that.  The city has $75,000 set aside that can be used for temporary living quarters and repairs to the 1935 city hall.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to spend $24,000 for portable buildings to be used for temporary living quarters for the firemen and use the remainder of the $75,000 to repair the roof, windows, and other areas of the 1935 city hall where water is getting into the building and causing damage.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AIRPORT LIFT STATION DESIGN CONTRACT

Public Works Director Casey Sledge presented a proposal from KSA Engineers to design Airport Wastewater Lift Station.  The new lift station will replace the current one located just south of BABECO on FM 397.  The current lift station is in disrepair and requires continual monitoring.  The new lift station will be located on the banks of Mustang Creek to better serve new develop-ment upstream of the Airport in accordance with the City’s utility master plan.  The cost of the design and surveying work is a lump sum of $18,200.  The total cost of the construction is estimated at $180,000.  $200,000 was allocated for this project in the 2003 C.O. bond issue.  Mr. Sledge recommends authorizing an agreement with KSA Engineers, Inc. for the design of the Airport Lift Station in an amount not-to-exceed $18,200.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to authorize the agreement with KSA Engineers, Inc. as presented.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

2002/2003 BUDGET AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-35

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-35.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY
FEE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-34

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-34.

AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, AMENDING ALL APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SCHEDULE OF FEES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATES; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE
LEASE/PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES – RESOLUTION NO. R03-25

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented the proposed equipment lease/purchase agreement with LaSalle Bank (memo and Resolution attached).  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to authorize the execution of a lease/purchase agreement with LaSalle Bank as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

PARKS MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE

Public Works Director Casey Sledge presented a list of names to be considered for appointment to a Parks Master Plan Committee.  Mayor Hill asked the Council to study the list and at the next meeting each Council member propose three names for appointment to this Committee. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – LAND ACQUISITION FOR FIRE STATION

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting pursuant to Section 551.072 of the Texas Government Code to adjourn into executive session to discuss land acquisition for a new fire station.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

No action was taken on executive sessions.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 7:31 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

(9-11-03)
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