C ITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2003, 6:00 P.M. 
CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of August 26, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

2. Ordinance No. 2003-31 – Amend Zoning Ordinance relating to specific use permit for Community Center (Public).  (Bob)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

3. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-32 – zoning change application for 14.09 acres of land, John Pharass Survey, Abstract No. 496, northwest corner of W. Lake Drive and Carlos G. Parker Blvd. from Single Family (R-1) District to Light Industrial (M-1) District.  (Bob) The P&Z will meet on this item on Tuesday, September 9th. We will have their recommendation at the meeting. This is the Zizinia/Prewitt property for ERCOT. Mr. Zizinia wants a letter from me that states I will put it back on the agenda at his request to zone the property back to residential if we do not purchase during the 6-month feasibility period. 

4. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-33 – Subdivision Ordinance revision to include commercial platting & development criteria, platting & permitting sequences, the provision of public utilities and sidewalks and adding new definitions.  (Bob)

5. Resolution No. R03-24 – Call an election to be held in the City of Taylor, Texas on the Uniform Election Date on November 4, 2003, for the purpose of consideration of selling the water treatment plant to Brazos River Authority.  (Frank) Charles, Ted and Casey reviewed the contract last week. They found approximately fifteen items that need clarification. We will be meeting with BRA shortly to review those items and will then get you a final copy. The final copy will also need to be available for citizen review prior to the election.

6. Resolution No. R03-26 - Authorize TEDC to apply for a $900,000 leverage loan to fund land acquisition for ERCOT expansion.  (John Nelson)

7. Presentation on Main Street programs. (Robbie) Council passed on this item at the last meeting. Robbie wants to give you an update on the Main Street Program.

8. Reject bids for utility relocations. (Casey) Casey is asking that you reject the bids received to relocate the utilities around the Old Thorndale Road and East 3rd street bridges. He wants to re-bid the project.

9. Insurance:

· Award health and dental insurance to Scott & White and Metlife.  (Starla)

· Insurance consulting agreement.  (Starla) Staff recommends rehiring Insurors of Texas. 

10. Impact fee semi-annual report.  (Bob) This is the required semi-annual report from the Committee for your review.

11. Discuss condition of 1935 city hall and status of firemen living conditions.  (Frank) If the Council calls for the election in November for a new fire station, I assume you do not want to remodel the old fire station. I need some direction on what we should do for the firemen and their existing living conditions.

12. Airport lift station design contract with KSA Engineers.  (Casey) Council approved $200K for the relocations and reconstruction of the Airport Lift Station. We are asking that you approve a design contract with KSA Engineers. 

13. 2002/2003 budget amendment – Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-35.  (Charles)

14. Fee Ordinance amendment – Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-34.  (Charles)

15. Lease purchase of equipment and vehicles – Resolution No. R03-25. (Charles)

16. Parks Master Plan Committee Appointments (Casey) This committee will meet regularly on the Master Parks Plan update. Staff has asked citizens that might be interested in serving on the committee and that have specific areas they want to address to serve on the committee.  

17. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisition for a new fire station.

18. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with it’s City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
19. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – September 8, 2003

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s contractor is slowly working on the drainage ditch. 

HEB – I visited with HEB today. They are planning a press release by the end of September.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Nothing new to report.

JOINT TISD/CITY BREAKFAST MEETING – The next joint meeting between the TISD Board and Council is set for September 16th at 7:00 a.m. at Sirloin Stockade.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – The relocation of the utilities is on the agenda. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Staff reviewed the submittals from Gould Evans. They are drafting comments to be sent back to Gould Evans. Again, there appears to be areas they have not addressed in the plans. We are considering having TxDOT review the plans and comment.

PARK RESTROOMS – I advised Casey to hire an architectural firm to begin design of restrooms in Murphy and Robinson parks.

TAX ABATEMENTS – Ted is drafting the tax abatement agreements for ERCOT, Laboratory Tops and hariMasa. We will send the companies the draft agreements for signatures before we put them on the agenda for your approval. 

TRUCK ROUTE – Signs should be installed. I will ask Chief Straub to check them out and if all signs are in place, we will begin informing truck drivers of the new ordinance.

WATER BILLS – If you have not heard, some residents received large increases in their current water bills. Charles called me at home on Sunday to advise me of the problem. We are researching the problem and hope to have an answer shortly. Once we determine the problem, we plan to send out letters to inform the residents. 

WALMART – As of the end of August, Wal-Mart had planned to call for bids on September 2, 2003.

