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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on July 8, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Ms. Neta Callahan addressed the council concerning the condition of the old Murphy Park Bath House.  Ms. De Thomas presented a reading of her son’s essay on the history of skateboarding.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Council member Mikeska and a second by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of June 22, 2004.

REGULAR AGENDA

PROCLAMATION HONORING FIREFIGHER LT BOB KERZEE.

Mayor Hill presented a proclamation to Lieutenant Kerzee in recognition of his heroic efforts in performing life saving exercises on a young infant while off duty.  The Fire Department also presented Lt. Kerzee with a plaque recognizing his valuable contributions to the department and to the community.  Lt. Kerzee received a standing ovation from the audience in appreciation for his efforts.

CONSIDER AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR SCOTT & WHITE HEALTH AND METLIFE DENTAL INSURANCE COVERAGE

The City received new proposed rates for health and dental insurance from Scott & White and MetLife, respectively, for the upcoming fiscal year 2004/2005.  To lessen the impact on the employee city staff recommended a 7% increase to the City and a 2.5% increase to the employee for health insurance.  Dental insurance with MetLife will increase by 9%.  The increases do not result in any change or loss of benefits.  Council member Gonzales asked if the possibility of adding a deductible would result in a lower cost.  Starla Hall, Director of Human Resources, said she did not have that data immediately available but could gather the information and will provide it to the council.  Council member Mikeska asked if staff was pleased with the services provided by these providers and the general response was that there did not appear to be any major complaints and that staff appeared to be satisfied.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to approve the contracts as presented.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF CITY MANAGER APPOINTMENTS TO THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

City Manager Salvato presented his recommendations for the newly formed Civil Service Commission.  The three candidates included Mr. Leon Nickerson for a three-year appointment, Ms. Mary Chapa for two years, and Mr. Leland Enochs for one year so that the terms will be staggered.  The first meeting of the commission is scheduled for July 15.  Mr. Salvato felt these individuals were a good representation from the community in gender, ethnicity, and gender.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to confirm the appointments as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER AMENDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH CHARLES CUNNINGHAM TO INCLUDE WHOLESALE WATER RATE STUDY.

 Mr. Salvato reminded the council that since the sale of the water treatment plant it is necessary to have the wholesale water rates recalculated prior to setting a price for water to be sold to Hutto.  Mr. Cunningham has experience in this task and is capable of providing the information to the council in a timely manner.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to approve the contract as presented and not to exceed $2500.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR HEB.

David Simons, Interim Director of Engineering, presented a recommendation to the council to issue a conditional certificate of occupancy to the expanded HEB development property.  Mr. Simons stated that the list of items that are as yet incomplete is minor and none of the items present any safety or code enforcement concerns. The list will be addressed again within the next sixty days and it is expected to be completed within that time period.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to accept the public improvements and issue a conditional certificate of occupancy to the HEB development with the understanding that staff will have final approval within the next sixty days.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR WAL-MART.

Mr. Simons presented a similar recommendation to the council regarding the Wal-Mart development.  Council member Gonzales asked if there were any concerns for safety or code 

violations at this site and were assured the incomplete items were minor.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to accept the public improvements and issue a conditional certificate of occupancy to the Wal-Mart development with the understanding that staff will have final approval  within the next sixty days.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CHANGE IN JULY CALENDAR FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS.

Mr. Salvato reminded the council that a public hearing is schedule for Tractor Supply rezoning on July 20 with a regular council meeting on July 27 and a budget workshop on July 29.  In an effort to accommodate the needs of Tractor Supply to close on their property by the end of the month, Mr. Salvato recommended the council move the regular council meeting scheduled for July 27 be moved to July 22 allowing more time for the development to meet its closing deadline and give the council a little more break between the council meeting and the next budget workshop.    Council member Jez made a motion to approve the change in schedule as presented with the public hearing on July 20, the next regular council meeting on July 22 and the budget workshop on July 29.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE: Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER EXTENDING EARNEST MONTY CONTRACT WITH SCC TEXAS GROUP, INC. ON CITY PROPERTY LOCATED AT HWY 95 AND LAKE DRIVE.

Mr. Salvato reminded the council that early in the year J.C. Penny sold Eckerd Drugs to CVS Pharmacy.  However, the Eckerd’s stores will not be officially taken over by CVS until the end of July.  The original earnest money contract with SCC of Texas expires on July 10, 2004.  This request is for a 90-day extension to allow CVS to continue negotiations to locate a pharmacy on this site and includes an additional $5,000 earnest money that is nonrefundable. Council member Gonzales made a motion to extend the contract for 90 days.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE: Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

2004/2005 BUDGET WORKSHOP SESSION I
Council began work on the budget for the new 2004/2005 fiscal year.  Mr. Cunningham, former Director of Finance and consultant to the city under a contract agreement, presented the proposed budget to the council by department.  Council member Mikeska excused himself from the budget workshop meeting at 9:15 pm.  

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 9:45 pm.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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