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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 19, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

Absent:  Mayor Donald R. Hill

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska opened the meeting at 6:01 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
Joe Naizer stated that he was in favor of new construction of a library and fire station.  When you remodel, you incur additional costs that are not anticipated, he said.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Council member Mikeska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – August 5, 2003 and August 7, 2003 meetings.

CHICKEN EXPRESS RESTAURANT ZONING CHANGE – PUBLIC HEARING & INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-22

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska opened the public hearing.  Community Director Bob van Til presented a zoning change application submitted by Ronald McBroom and George Williams for Chicken Express Restaurant.  Mr. van Til stated that this zoning change is consistent with the Land Use Plan and the Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended approval.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-22.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS JOHN PHARASS SURVEY, ABSTRACT 495, BEING A 11.033 ACRE TRACT ON STATE HIGHWAY 95 FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO GENERAL BUSINESS (B-2) DISTRICT.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (ERCOT) 

Because of a conflict of interest with the ERCOT agenda item, Council member John McDonald recused himself and did not attend the Executive Session relating to ERCOT.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.087, Texas Government Code, the Taylor City Council adjourned into Executive Sessions at 6:00 p.m. to discuss economic development negotiations with ERCOT.  

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska to approve funding of $300,000 for real property for ERCOT expansion pending Taylor Economic Development Corporation Board action on Friday, August 22, 2003.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member McDonald abstained.  Motion Passed.

ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL OF TEXAS, INC. (ERCOT) TAX ABATEMENT APPLICATION
City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the current tax abatement ordinance expires on August 21, 2003.  Mr. Salvato asked if the Council wanted to approve the applications presented under the current ordinance or adopt a new tax abatement policy first.  Council agreed that since the applications were submitted before the expiration of the current ordinance, they should be considered under those terms.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to grant a tax abatement to ERCOT under the terms of the current ordinance and requiring construction to begin within nine (9) months of Council approval of a tax abatement agreement with ERCOT.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member McDonald abstained.  Motion Passed.

LABORATORY TOPS, INC. AND HARIMASA TAX ABATEMENT APPLICATIONS

Council member Mikeska moved to grant a tax abatement to Laboratory Tops, Inc. and Harimasa under the same terms as was granted to ERCOT.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY 

City Manager Frank Salvato presented tax abatement ordinances and policies adopted by area cities.  Terms vary significantly from very precise criteria to very flexible.  Staff is asking direction as to what terms the Council would like to adopt with a new tax abatement policy.  Community Development Director Bob van Til noted that additional criteria to consider would be capital investments and wages associated with job creation. 

Council member Mikeska made a motion to postpone a decision on the tax abatement policy for further information from staff.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND 2003-2004 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska opened the public hearing for comments on the ad valorem tax rate and 2003/2004 budget.  Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented several changes to the proposed budget:  Reclassification of a position in Physical Services, Building Maintenance Technician to Building Maintenance Supervisor; medical and dental rates are being renegotiated with the insurance provider which will make a slight difference in rates.  Mr. Cunningham also presented a late request from Combined Community Action for $1,500 in funding which is $500 above what is already in the budget.  

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to leave the funding for Combined Community Action at $1,000.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

No citizens commented.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska closed the public hearing.

AD VALOREM TAX RATE – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-27

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-27.

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AND PROVIDING FOR THE INTEREST AND SINKING FUND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2003/2004.

2003/2004 ANNUAL BUDGET – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-28

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-28.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2003 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2004.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION ON CITY FACILITIES

Facilities Committee member Don McAlister presented the Facilities Committee recommenda-tion on city facilities:  call for a bond election to raise funds to build a new library in accordance with Komatsu Architecture plans including demolishing the old library and build a parking lot, construct new fire station on a site to be determined by City Council, and a bond election to raise funds for construction of a Civic Center on park property provided by Williamson County.  Mr. McAlister stated that the Facilities Committee recommendation was supported by a 9-0 vote of the committee members.  

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska said “We owe it to the ladies and gentlemen of the Facility Committee to go with their recommendation.”  Council member Mikeska said he would like to see the wording on the ballot to be voted as separate items.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska asked for the Council to express their views on Council member Mikeska’s suggestion.  Council member Gonzales and Mayor Pro Tem Maruska stated they want items listed separately on the ballots.  Council member McDonald would like a one item ballot.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to put this item on the August 26th agenda to vote on the recommendation and adopt wording for the ballot when all members were present.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 7:23 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

(8-19-03)
4

