CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 8, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

*CONSENT AGENDA:

1. *Approve minutes of June 22, 2004. (Susan)


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Proclamation in honor of Lt. Bob Kerzee.  (Mayor) As you are probably aware due to the newspaper report, Lt. Kerzee saved a young child from drowning in a bathtub on his days off. 

3. Consider awarding contracts for Scott & White health and MetLife dental insurance coverage.  (Starla) We received new medical and dental quotes from Scott & White and MetLife for next years budget. To soften the impact to the employees, I am recommending a 7% increase to the City and a 2.5% increase to the employees for Health insurance. Dental insurance has increased 9%. 

4. Consider confirmation of City Manager appointments to the Civil Service Commission.  (Frank) I am recommending Mr. Leon Nickerson (3-year appointment), Ms. Mary Chapa (2-year appointment) and Mr. Leland Enochs (1-year appointment). Each member can be reappointed for additional terms, but for the first term appointments, we are required to stagger the terms. We are scheduling the first meeting of the Commission on July 15th at 8:00 am at City Hall. Bettye Lynn will be here to assist with the meeting and provide training. I will post an agenda for Council involvement just in case some of you want or can be in attendance for the meeting.

5. Consider amending professional services contract with Charles Cunningham to include wholesale water rate study.  (Frank) Hutto is ready to begin drawing water. Since we have sold the water treatment plant, we need to have the wholesale water rates recalculated. I am recommending hiring Mr. Cunningham to calculate the wholesale water rate for the Hutto agreement.

6. Consider accepting public improvements for HEB.  (David) We are not sure that all public improvements will be complete by the meeting, however we do not want to hold up their grand opening. Staff will be able to present an update at the meeting on the public improvements. If they are not complete, you might want to consider a “conditional certificate of occupancy”. Once all improvements are complete, staff would issue a “certificate of occupancy. In the past, the City Council has approved public infrastructure conditional on the developer putting up enough funds with the City to complete the project. Once the project is complete, we refund the amount held by the City.

7. Consider accepting public improvements for Wal-Mart.  (David) (Same as the above comments on HEB.)

8. Consider change in July calendar for City Council meetings.  (Frank) We are requesting the Council consider the following meeting schedule - a brief special meeting on July 20th for a public hearing and introduction of a zoning ordinance amendment for Tractor Supply, a special meeting on July 22nd to handle the regular agenda including the zoning amendment for Tractor Supply and the second budget workshop scheduled for July 29th. This will eliminate the regular meeting scheduled for July 27th.

9. Consider extending earnest money contract with SCC Texas Group, Inc. on city property located at Hwy. 95 and Lake Drive.  (Frank) I think most of you are aware that J.C. Penny sold Eckerd Drugs to CVS Pharmacy. CVS does not take over the Eckerd’s stores until July 2004. Our earnest money contract with SCC of Texas expires on July 10, 2004. They are asking for a 90-day extension on the contract. In consideration for the extension, they are willing to put an additional $5,000 earnest money up that will be nonrefundable.

10. 2004/2005 Budget Workshop – 1st Session. (Frank)

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – July 2, 2004

APARTMENTS – It has been awhile since we have heard from Mr. Anderson on his proposed apartments. John Nelson received a call from Mr. Anderson’s partner this week and he advised they wanted to move forward with the project. I guess we will see what happens next.

CIVIL SERVICE – Chief Straub, Chief Stanford, Bettye Lynn and I have been discussing options on leveling up salaries for police and fire personnel. It is not turning out to be an easy task. I will try to get information to you before the workshop. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The committee will meet again on July 12th at TCAT at 6:00 p.m.

DICKEY STREET AREA WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS – The contractor is scheduled to begin replacement of wastewater lines in the Dickey Street area on July 12th. 

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – Ted is working on the paperwork to create the 501©3 organization that will take possession of the 75 acres from the County for park expansion. We will have this item on a future agenda for consideration.

FIRE STATION – BAER Engineering has completed the Phase 1 Environmental Assessment on the new central fire station property and they did not find any problems. We are having the property surveyed and if all is well, Ted will schedule a closing date in the near future. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – The contractor is working on Howard. Staff is working on the contracts for North Drive. 

JULY 4th – City Hall will be closed Monday for the July 4th holiday.

LIBRARY/PARK RESTROOMS – Komatsu Architecture is working on design and they plan to meet with Council once they have completed concept drawings and cost estimates.

LOCAL OPTION ELECTION – A group of citizen’s is trying to coordinate a local option election in Taylor for February 2005. I am assisting them by contacting firms that assist with that process. One of the recommendations that came out of the new Economic Development Plan was a local option election.

MALLARD PARK SUBDIVISION – They are moving along with street paving. One area of concern that might come to Council when acceptance of public infrastructure appears on your agenda is the retention pond. David Simons is currently discussing the pond improvements with Mr. Biggers. 

NORTHPARK PHASE 2B – KB Home is currently developing their second phase. They are currently working on the utility lines.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – Completion is still scheduled for July. The rain has delayed the contractor. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans resubmitted plans this week. Casey Sledge picked up the plans from David to begin “final” review. 

PARKS MASTER PLAN – We are scheduling another meeting in August for the Parks Committee and Parks Master Plan Committee to review the data. We are also putting Ms. Nita Callaghan on the meeting to present her “plan”. She did gain access to the old pavilion after signing a release.

WASTEWATER INFLOW/INFILTRATION – RJN is currently surveying wastewater lines and manholes. They hope to begin smoke testing in three to four weeks. It has been too wet to smoke test.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – Ted and Bob have met and are working on the final wording for the tax abatement policy. 

TRUCK ROUTE – According to TxDOT, all of the signs are in and the local maintenance shop is installing the signs. Chief Straub is monitoring the installation and will begin enforcement when all signs are installed.

