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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on June 22, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Ms. Neta Callahan addressed the council concerning several issues including an upcoming 4th of July celebration at the First Presbyterian Church and the condition of the old Murphy Park Bath House.  

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem McDonald and a second by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of June 10, 2004.

*FINANCIALS AND PAYMENT OF BILLS MAY, 2004

*ORDINANCE NO. 2004-6 AMENDING FEE SCHEDULE

ORDINANCE NO.  2004-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2003-34 ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2003 BY CHANGING CERTAIN RATES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY

REGULAR AGENDA

Consider Resolution R04-19 request from Williamson County Appraisal District (WCAD) for property purchase. 

Deborah Hunt, Williamson County Tax Assessor/Collector, addressed the council regarding garnering support for the Appraisal District’s efforts to purchase property, sell the current facility and work towards the building of a new facility in Georgetown.  This first of two resolutions was presented to support the purchase of property.  Ms. Hunt explained that they had looked at 28 properties for sale and nearly a dozen as potential lease properties before selecting a 6-acre site east of IH35 near the corner of CR1460.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald was concerned about the process in approving the property purchase before the actual approval to build a new facility.  Ms. Hunt responded that it was necessary to proceed in this manner in order to move forward with the plans and that it would be futile to ask for approval of a new building if the property purchase was not approved.  Ms. Hunt stated that the City of Georgetown has offered to purchase their existing building and that no new funds will be needed for the property purchase.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE, One vote NO, Mayor Pro Tem McDonald.  Motion passed.

Consider Resolution R04-20 from WCAD for property sale.
No additional information was provided regarding this resolution as the discussion on the first resolution covered this aspect as well.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE, One vote NO, Mayor Pro Tem McDonald.  Motion passed.


Consider appointment to Chamber of Commerce Board.  

Mayor Hill made a motion to appoint Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to serve on the Chamber of Commerce Board.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE; One ABSTAINED, Mayor Pro Tem McDonald.  Motion passed.

Consider awarding contract for city audit fiscal year 2004/2005.  
Ms. Lillie Lawler, Accounting Manager, presented a summary of the results of sending out a request for proposal for the city audit.  The city received eight proposals and Ms. Lawler submitted a chart comparing services and costs for three of the companies responding.  Mayor Hill asked for any local references and agreed with city staff that it was important to find a firm that would perform a pre-audit service in June or July.  After reviewing the information presented and some discussion, Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to award the contract for city audit services for the fiscal year 2004/05 to Freemon, Shapard & Story located in Austin.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

 
Consider request from Taylor Housing Authority for new meters. 
Bill Brown, Interim Director of Public Works, presented a request from the Taylor Housing Authority to convert the master water meters currently being used at two complex sites to standard 

3/4” and 5/8” meters to allow individual billing for each unit instead of one bill for the entire complex.  Council member McDonald asked if this request could be divided into two separate requests in lieu of the fact that it is an unbudgeted item.  This would allow the city to pay for half of the project in the current budget year and half to be included in the next year’s budget.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the request to fund 54 meters in this year’s budget not to exceed $10,044.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 


Consider amending wholesale water agreement with City of Hutto. 
Frank Salvato, City Manager, received a letter as a formal request from the City of Hutto for additional water under the original contract with the City of Taylor.  Ted Hejl, City Attorney, stated that the contract needs to be amended as a result of the sale of the water treatment plant to the Brazos River Authority (BRA) to reflect the change to a three party agreement.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept the amended contract.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion. VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 


Consider awarding a construction contract for North Drive improvements project and review 1998 G.O. Bond funding for Howard St., North Dr., and Sloan St.  
David Simons, Department of Engineering, presented alternate bid options as part of the contract award to Shallow Ford Construction Company, Inc. of Temple for the North Drive improvements.  The proposal included three bid alternatives so that Council would have an opportunity to review the costs involved with a variety of aspects in this project.  Staff recommended awarding the base bid for water and wastewater replacement and pavement rehabilitation between Lake Dr. and Mallard Lane and full street reconstruction between Pasemann Elementary and FM 397.  In addition to the base bid, staff requested the addition of Alternate #3 to the bid for sidewalk and ramps, which would enhance the city’s connectivity, plan.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald requested that special attention be given to the sidewalk design and that every effort be made to ensure that the sidewalk width is not hampered by any obstructions, i.e. telephone poles, fire hydrants, and that if there are obstructions that the sidewalks be widened at these points to accommodate wheelchair use.  Council expressed concerned about the funding and wanted to ensure that Sloan Street is completed as originally planned.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to award the construction contract to Shallow Ford for the base bid and Alternate #3 for a total award of $2,089,630.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE. Motion passed.


Consider authorizing amendment to design contract for North Drive improvements. 
Mr. Simons presented a proposal from the design firm of Martinez, Wright and Mendez, Inc. (MWM) for additional costs incurred as a result of revising the design for the North Drive project.  

Revisions included new drainage calculations and box culvert redesign.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the amendment as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.


Consider authorizing contract for maintenance of the City GIS System.  
Mr. Simons presented a request to approve a contract for GIS System maintenance with Data Fusion Technologies, Inc. for the remainder of the 2003/2004 fiscal year.  The City’s GIS has been under development for the past year and a half and is now at a point where additional data can be added and/or updated.  Specific tasks of the contract include adding new subdivision plats, and infrastructure to base maps, developing standard operating procedures for data collection, and providing ongoing GIS support and training to City staff.    Mayor Pro tem McDonald made a motion to approve the contract for GIS system maintenance with Data Fusion as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 


Consider appointments to Planning and Zoning Commission.
Council reviewed applications received for appointments to the Planning and Zoning Commission created by one resignation and one member relocating out of the city.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to appoint Randy Griffin, Sr. and Laverne Caldwell to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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