CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

AUGUST 7, 2003, 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
· Progress Report on Keep Taylor Beautiful – Anne and Jerry Mehevec

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of July 22, 2003, July 24, 2003 and July 31, 2003 meetings. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Proclamations.  (Mayor)

· August as World Breast Feeding Month.  

· First Baptist Church 121st Homecoming Anniversary Observance. 

3. Public hearing & consider Brazos River Authority contract for purchase of the water treatment plant. (Frank) This item was placed on the agenda for Council to actually receive public comments related to the keeping or selling of the water treatment facilities. An action item is included if the Council is ready to consider such action.

4. Enterprise Zone and Neighborhood Empowerment Zones:  (Bob) This item was placed on the agenda from the last Council meeting to address the waiving of fees in certain areas of the community. The staff is recommending a reduction of one-half of all fees to assist with residential and commercial development in the enterprise and neighborhood empowerment zones.

· Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-23 – Amend Enterprise Zone Ordinance 2001-45 to provide additional financial incentives.  

· Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-24 – Neighborhood Empowerment Zone #1

· Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-25 – Neighborhood Empowerment Zone #2

5. Non-primary Entitlement Funds – Airport Land Acquisition – Resolution No. R03-19.  (Bob) This resolution will ask the Texas Department of Transportation to allow the use of the entitlement funds to purchase land for future airport development.

6. Ad Valorem Tax Rate and Budget:

· Establish upper limit of the ad valorem tax rate and take record vote, to be discussed at a public hearing.  

· Designate the day, time, and place of a public hearing on ad valorem tax rate and 2003/2004 budget. 

7. Parks & Recreation Board appointment.

8. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with it’s City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
9. Executive Session:  Deliberation regarding economic development negotiations with Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. “(ERCOT”) and Harimasa; The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code in order to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial or financial information that the City of Taylor, Texas, has received from ERCOT and Harimasa, business prospects that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to ERCOT and Harimasa.

10. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – August 4, 2003

AIRPORT – This item is on the agenda.

BRA CONTRACT – This item is on the agenda.

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh advises that the contractor should begin their portion of the work to complete the drainage structure this week (August 4th-8th). 

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – The joint public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 14th at 6:30 p.m. We will hold the meeting at the High School cafeteria.  

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Mr. Slivensky originally advised he would dedicate easement on the west side of North Drive (north of the bridge at Bull Branch Creek), recently he has wavered. Casey is trying to persuade him to dedicate the necessary easement for the street widening. This could possibly hold up the North Drive project. The property owner on the east side of the bridge has donated an easement.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD BRIDGE – We continue to negotiate with Mr. Klima on right-of-way needed to construct the new bridge. We will open bids to relocate the utilities along the Old Thorndale Road and East 3rd Street bridges on August 19th. TxDOT has tentatively scheduled to bid the projects in late fall or early winter pending easements and moving of utilities.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans submitted their final construction document for staffs review. 

TRUCK ROUTE – TxDOT staff advised that a problem with the signage has occurred for the intersection of Hwy. 79 at Hwy. 95. They had to submit the information for a decision of the District office. They hope a decision will be rendered this week. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD – A few months back UP was discussing with Casey the repairs to the railroad bridge over Bull Branch Creek. They advised they would come in to discuss the repairs before any action was taken. It came to our attention late last week that their construction crews had already moved in and began work. They did not get prior permission to use City property for their project. I called their engineering department and they apologized and advised their construction contractor would come in to discuss the use of City property. I personally think we should charge them a fee for using the property. They charge us to bore under the tracks.   

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT LAB – We are scheduled to open bids on August 7th.

“WELCOME TO TAYLOR” ENTRANCE SIGN – We need to move the electric meter and then the Garden Club will relocate the sprinkler system and install dirt and plants. City crews will then remove the old sign from Mr. Richard’s property. 

