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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on June 10, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem McDonald and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of May 26, 2004.

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSIDER PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST FOR BASLER ELECTRIC. 

Frank Salvato, City Manager, stated that Basler Electric had failed to file an application with the Williamson County Appraisal District by April 30, 2004 in order to receive a real and personal property tax abatement.  Ken Parker, Corporate Controller for Basler, sent a letter stating that it was not clear in the original application that it was necessary to reapply on an annual basis and their failure to do so was unintentional.  

Mayor Pro Tem McDonald wanted to ensure that this would not set a precedent and that once informed of the proper procedures, that Basler would comply in the future.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to grant the tax abatement to Basler Electric for the year ending 2004 and to make any necessary changes in the agreement to clarify this requirement to file annually.  Second by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CONSIDER HOME CONTRACT
Bob VanTil, Director of Community Development, presented a request to award a contract for grant administration of the HOME Grant program to Leo Woods and Associates.  Mr. VanTil commented that the primary factor for selecting Leo Woods and Associates is their past experience and a more experienced staff with regards to this particular type of program.  Mayor Hill remarked that Mr. Woods has a good track record with this program in other cities.  

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska to award the HOME Grant contract for grant administration to Leo Woods and Associates.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CONSIDER CAMPO 2030 TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE

Ms. Maureen Daniel from CAMPO presented information to the council regarding the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization long range plans for transportation in Williamson County.  Ms. Daniel encouraged council members and city staff to provide feedback on the plan in person or on the website to continue the dialogue on this topic.  No action was taken on this item.

CONSIDER COMMUNITY BRAND MARK

John Nelson, Director, Taylor Economic Development Corporation, introduced the topic of a community brand mark by encouraging the council to appreciate the work effort that has gone into its development.  Shanta Kuhl, Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, invited the council to send comments to her via the website, email, or in person at any time to facilitate an understanding of the design.  She stressed how necessary it will be to make every effort to incorporate this design into all publications in the community, including the school district, city offices, and the chamber of commerce to achieve a unified message.  No action was taken on this item.

CONSIDER REPORT ON PROPOSED TOLL ROAD SYSTEM

Bob VanTil, Director of Community Development, requested the Council send any comments regarding the city’s response to this proposal to him before the next meeting of the CAMPO Policy Board on June 23rd.  Council made no official comment on the plan and no action was taken on this item.

CONSIDER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH SLEDGE ENGINEERING
Mr. Salvato presented a professional services agreement for Casey Sledge of Sledge Engineering to continue to provide professional engineering services to the City regarding ongoing and upcoming projects.  Mr. Salvato says David Simons is seeking certification and may be able to take over these responsibilities at a later date.  Funds have already been approved for these services in the Budget Amendment in April.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald requested a maximum amount be set of $15,000.  City Attorney Ted Hejl requested to remove wording in Section IV, Paragraph A regarding indemnification and the entire Paragraph E.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to award the professional services agreement to Sledge Engineering with corrections as indicated and a maximum of $15,000 set for services.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:   Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CONSIDER SEMI ANNUAL IMPACT FEE REPORT FOR JULY-DECEMBER 2003

Mr. Van Til presented a semi annual impact fee report to the council as required by city ordinance 2001-53.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENT FOR ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS

Two applications were submitted to the council for consideration to fill a vacancy on the board when Gloria Felder resigned.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to appoint Mary Kay Schambureck to fill an unexpired term from June 2004 until November 2005.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-6 AMENDING FEE SCHEDULE

ORDINANCE NO.  2004-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2003-34 ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2003 BY CHANGING CERTAIN RATES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY

CONSIDER REPORT ON RETAIL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Salvato presented an oral report to the council regarding his recent attendance of the International Conference on Shopping Centers (ICSC).  He was accompanied by Council member Mikeska, Mayor Hill, and TEDC Executive Director John Nelson.  They each met with numerous retail businesses and developers and hope to continue further contacts with these and other potential clients now that they are back in Taylor.  Mr. Salvato feels the trip was beneficial and is hopeful their efforts will bring new businesses to the city in the very near future.  No action was taken on this item.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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