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(July 22, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #:   8

Department: Community Development

Resolution # R03-16

Agenda Title: Consider Resolution in Support of the Proposed Central Texas Airport

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to request that the City Council consider approving the attached resolution. The resolution encourages the Texas Aviation Division of the Texas Department of Transportation to consider Taylor Municipal Airport as the new Central Texas Airport.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


In June 2002, Texas legislators passed HB 2522, mandating that the Texas Department of Transportation construct a new Central Texas Airport. Since that time the aviation division received a $500,000 grant from the FAA and retained the services of Wilbur Smith and Associates (WSA). WSA was tasked to do several things:

1. Perform a feasibility study

2. Select a site for the new Central Texas Airport

3. Prepare a master plan of the new airport

4. Perform an environmental assessment of the new airport.

The first phase of the study was completed earlier this year. At this time WSA is working on developing a “short list” of potential sites for the new airport.

WSA also requested letters of interest from cities and other entities for locating the new airport in their communities. To this end, staff recommends that the attached resolution is approved for the following reasons:

1. The State is planning to build a 600 to 800 acres general aviation airport with a 7,000 foot runway. If Taylor were selected, the potential economic development benefit will be significant to the City as well as the region. Potential businesses could create in excess of 3,000 new direct jobs.

2. Taylor has the land to expand on and the opportunity to plan and zone this land to protect the future viability of the airport.

3. Taylor Municipal Airport is in the growth corridor where many of the new pilots reside. Taylor’s airport is also strategically located in a reasonable “triangle” between Bergstrom and Georgetown, the two major airports in the NE region of the seven county study area. This is beneficial to the region, as well as Taylor because Taylor could become the reliever airport for Georgetown and Bergstrom (in terms of corporate flight not scheduled commercial flight).

4. Taylor already has 164 acres and a 4,000 foot runway. Incorporating these features into the new airport will save the State approximately $6,000,000

Should the Council approve the resolution, staff will send a letter to the State recommending that Taylor Municipal Airport be designated as the new Central Texas Airport. Staff will also ask the TEDC, Chamber, Airport, and School Boards, as well as the County Commissioner’s Court to adopt the resolution. 

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


There is no immediate impact on the city’s budget by adopting the resolution. 

The future airport is estimated to cost approximately $55,000,000 to $65,000,000.  90 percent of the funding will come from the FAA. If Taylor Municipal Airport is selected, the local match is an estimated $5 to $6 million. It is anticipated that if the City were to bear the local cost entirely (without any assistance from the County, for instance), the airport fund may be able to reimburse a significant portion of that debt to the city with revenues from the increased economic activity at the airport.

	4. RECOMMENDATION


Staff recommends that the Council adopt the attached resolution.
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