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(October 28, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #: 

Department: Community Development

Agenda Title: Authorize the City Manager to Enter Into a Contract for Consultant Services to Prepare the Comprehensive Plan

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Wilbur Smith Associates to prepare the comprehensive plan.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Earlier this year, the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) awarded the City a Planning and Capacity Building Grant to update the City’s comprehensive plan.

The comprehensive plan was divided into three major parts: 

1. The “core plan component” which deals with demographics, housing, land use and annexations, and the thoroughfare plan, 

2. The economic development component, and 

3. The parks and open space component. 

The City hired Carter and Burgess earlier this year to prepare the parks and open space component of the plan.

Earlier this month, the Council authorized staff to enter into a contract with Angelos Economics to prepare the economic development component of the comprehensive plan.

Staff advertised for, received, and reviewed six proposals from consultants with expertise in preparing comprehensive plans.

The six responders included:

1. Wilbur Smith Associates

2. Dunkin Sefko

3. Doucet/Ray and Associates

4. Hejl, Lee and Associates

5. B.D. Williams

6. SEC Planning Consultants

Of the six responses to the RFP, Wilbur Smith Associates was preferred for the following reasons:

1. They are an experienced comprehensive planning firm

2. Their approach to planning and planning philosophy closely mirrored the City’s expectations (as evidenced by the other plans provided as examples)

3. They are an award winning planning firm

4. They are familiar with the Taylor area as well as the Austin area

5. They are familiar with ORCA’s grant requirements.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


The cost of the plan will be $62,205, plus expenses. The funds will be a combination of grant funds and the City’s local matching funds, as required by ORCA. The amount in the proposal is below the budgeted amount for the plan.

	4. RECOMMENDATION


Following interviews of two of the consulting firms, staff recommends that the Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Wilbur Smith Associates to prepare the comprehensive plan.  
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