CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 10, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
*CONSENT AGENDA:

1. *Approve minutes of May 26, 2004. (Susan).

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Consider property tax abatement request for Basler Electric.  (Frank) Please see the attached letter from Basler. Council awarded a tax abatement last year for improvements Basler was planning to their building on Highland drive. In the tax abatement contract, Basler was suppose to “meet all of the requirements of the Williamson County Appraisal District. Basler did not contact WCAD before April 30, 2004 to ascertain what requirements they had. Basler did not meet the deadline of April 30 to apply for their tax abatement. Basler is asking the Council to rebate the taxes due for the abatement for year 2004.

3. Consider HOME contract.  (Bob) Staff asked for RFP’s (requests for proposals) for the Home contract administration. A committee reviewed the two RFP’s received and recommend Leo Wood and Associates.

4. Consider CAMPO 2030 Transportation plan update.  (Bob) 

5. Consider Community Brand Mark.  (Shanta Kuhl, Chamber of Commerce) Shanta would like to Council to support a Community Brand mark for all entities to us to market Taylor. Staff recommends support of a brand mark.

6. Consider report on proposed Toll Road System.  (Bob)

7. Consider professional services agreement with Sledge Engineering. (Frank) I asked Casey to put together a cost per hour service agreement for your consideration. First, I need an agreement with Casey for the current engineering department to continue to function. I would like Casey to assist David with plan review and continue to work on the Streetscape project.

8. Consider semi-annual impact fee report (July-December, 2003).  (Bob)

9. Consider appointment for Zoning Board of Adjustments.  (Bob) Gloria Felder has resigned from the Board. We have received two applications - Robert Clark and Mary Kay Schambureck.

10. Introduce Ordinance 2004-6 amending fee schedule.  (Ted) Consultant Charles Cunningham has completed a utility rate review after the sale of the water treatment plant to the BRA. Staff recommends a reduction in utility rates at least until Council considers future upgrades of the utility systems. 

11. Consider report on retail development.  (Frank)

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – June 7, 2004

CHICKEN EXPRESS – We received the easements from HEB and Todd Routh. Mr. McBroome is under construction.

CIVIL SERVICE – Chief Straub and Chief Stanford are working on ways to level up salaries within their respective departments as required by Chapter 143 of the Texas Local Government Code. We will present their findings at the budget workshops in July. I am currently visiting with citizens about serving on the three-member Civil Service Commission. As soon as I have three recommendations, I will place them on a Council agenda for confirmation. Chapter 143 requires appointment of the Civil Service Commission within 60-days of the passage, which will be July 13, 2004.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The committee will meet again on June 14th at City Hall at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the thoroughfare plan.

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – Ted is working on the paperwork to create the 501©3 organization that will take possession of the 75 acres from the County for park expansion. We will have this item on a future agenda for consideration.

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, has asked that we consider an agreed ETJ between Hutto and Taylor. We both have ETJ maps, but we do not have a map that shows exactly were both ETJ’s are on the same map. We are having one produced so Council can visually see the current ETJ’s and decide if you want an agreed ETJ with Hutto.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT – We are working on an agreement with the Volunteers for their use of the Victoria Street Fire Station.

FIRE STATION – BAER Engineering has completed the Phase 1 Environmental Assessment on the new central fire station property. Casey has received the report but has not review it. Verbally, BAER Engineering advised the assessment was good and they did not find any problems. As soon as we complete the survey, we will proceed with purchase.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – The contractor on Howard Street is mobilizing today. North Drive will be on the June 22nd Council agenda for consideration.

LIBRARY/PARK RESTROOMS – Staff met with representatives from Komatsu Architecture last Friday. They will be working on design and plan to meet with Council once they have completed concept drawings and cost estimates.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – Completion is scheduled for July. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans has not resubmitted plans since the April 26th meeting with Casey and David.

PARKS MASTER PLAN – The consultant has collected the surveys and is compiling the data.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – Ted and Bob have met and are working on the final wording for the tax abatement policy. 

TRUCK ROUTE – According to TxDOT, the work order went in last week to fabricate the signs. 4 out of 5 signs will be 8-foot. Special equipment to install the signs has been ordered and footing had to be designed. I will visit with the local maintenance supervisor to see when he feels the signs might be installed.

