ORDINANCE NO. 2004-5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 99-16 ESTABLISHING GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF ANIMALS WITHIN THE CITY BY PROHIBITING SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS AND ADDING A DEFINITION OF “SLAUGHTER”; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, OR FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION WHICH GOVERNS PUBLIC HEALTH OR SANITATION WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED BY PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00); PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION.

WHEREAS, the City of Taylor, Texas, adopted Ordinance No. 99-16 establishing general regulations for the control of animals within the City


WHEREAS, the City of Taylor, Texas, intends to further establish general regulations for the control of animals within the City; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents of the City of Taylor, Texas, that it shall be unlawful for any person to slaughter any animal or to maintain any property for the purpose of slaughtering any animals except at those establishments that have been duly licensed to slaughter animals under the laws of this state and applicable city ordinances.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, that:

SECTION 1.

All of the facts recited in the preamble to this Ordinance are hereby found by the City Council to be true and correct and are incorporated by reference herein and expressly made a part hereof, as if copied herein verbatim.

SECTION 2.

There is hereby added to Section 1. Definitions of the Animal Control Ordinance, Ordinance No. 99-16, a new paragraph defining the word “slaughter”.

SECTION 3.

Section 1. Definitions, is hereby amended to include the following definition:

“Slaughter” means the act of killing cattle, goats, sheep, rabbits, swine or fowl.

SECTION 4.

There is hereby added to the Animal Control Ordinance, Ordinance No. 99-16, Section 23A. Slaughter of Animals.

SECTION 5.

Section 23A. Slaughter of Animals, is added to Ordinance 99-16 to read as follows:

Section 23A.  Slaughter of Animals

It shall be unlawful for any person to slaughter any animal or to maintain any property for the purpose of slaughtering any animal, except at those establishments that have been duly licensed to slaughter animals under the laws of this state and applicable city ordinances.  This ordinance shall not apply to those areas designated as RA or rural/agricultural in the City of Taylor Development Ordinances.

SECTION 6.

If any article, paragraph, or part of a paragraph of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any other article, paragraph or part of a paragraph of this Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 7.

A.
A person who violates any provision of this Ordinance, or who fails to perform an act required by this Ordinance commits an offense.  A person commits a separate offense each day or portion of a day during which a violation is committed, permitted or continued.

B.
An offense under this Ordinance is punishable by a fine not to exceed:

1.
$500.00;

2.
$2,000.00, if the provision violated governs public health or sanitation; or

3.
the amount fixed by state law if the violation is one for which the state has fixed a fine.

SECTION 8.

The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish the caption of this Ordinance, together with the penalty provision contained therein, in the manner and for the length of time prescribed by law.

SECTION 9.

Ordinance No. 99-16 is hereby modified and confirmed as previously passed and as previously amended and is hereby amended by this Ordinance.  Except as amended, this Ordinance and Ordinances heretofore shall remain as written in full force and effect.

SECTION 10.

In accordance with Article VIII, Section 1 of the City Charter, Ordinance No. 2004-5 was introduced before the Taylor City Council on the ____ day of _________, 2004.


PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on this the ____ day of __________, 2004.

_____________________________

Donald R. Hill,

Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
CERTIFICATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON

I, Susan Brock, being the current Assistant City Clerk of the City of Taylor, Texas, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 2004-5, passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas, on the ____ day of ______________, 2004, and such Ordinance was duly introduced, passed, approved and adopted at meetings open to the public and notices of the meetings, giving the dates, places, and subject matter thereof, were posted as prescribed by Government Code Section 551.043.

Witness my hand and seal of office this the ____ day of ______________, 2004.

______________________________

Susan Brock

Assistant City Clerk
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