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Agenda Item #:           
14
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Consider Resolution R05-14 Application for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds for Doak Park Improvements  
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Approve, Deny, or Table 

Initiating Department: 
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Director of Community Development
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	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to consider a resolution approving staff’s intent to submit an application to the County for CDBG funds for park improvements to the Doak Street Park.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

In August 2003, the City joined the Williamson County Urban County’s program. This program provides funding from the Federal government through the CDBG program for entitlement communities. Prior to this time, the city of Taylor was a non-entitlement city and had to compete for Federal dollars through a State-wide competition.

As a result of joining the Urban Counties program, the City received $1 million to repair drainage problems in the Dickey Street area.

A few weeks ago, staff learned that approximately $180,000 is remaining from the 2004 funds and that the County is requesting grant applications for these funds.

The County established priorities for funding for its Urban County program in the Consolidated Plan. The top priority was and still is “infrastructure.” Parks improvements are included in the definition of infrastructure along with wastewater, water, drainage, etc.

b) Issues and Analysis

The intent is to apply for funds to build restrooms (similar to the ones at Robinson Park), benches and picnic areas, and a play-scape for the Doak Street Park. These are the top three items identified in the recently approved 2004 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.

Staff retained Langford and Associates to complete and submit the application for a fee of $750.00.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Should the Council concur, the local match will be $20,000

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The application is due to the County no later than March 28, 2005

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Approve the resolution

	6. REFERENCE FILES 
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