CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 13, 2004, 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of April 27, 2004. (Susan)

2. Ordinance No. 2004-4 Budget Amendment.


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:


3. Consider financial consultant contract with Charles Cunningham. (Frank) If approved, this contract will authorize Charles to assist staff with the 2004-2005 budget.

4. Consider R04-16 authorizing land exchange for Williamson County Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 Building at 109 W. 5th Street for City owned land at Mallard Lane and Northlawn Street. (Frank) If approved, Ted will draft deeds and we will pay the $155,000 difference to the County. The County building appraised at $195,000 and the City property appraised at $40,000. Previously, the Council approved $200,000 for the exchange and remodeling of the building for Municipal Court.

5. Consider awarding contract to RJN Group for sanitary sewer evaluation. (Casey) RJN Group will be conducting smoke testing to ascertain where the inflow and infiltration problems are occurring in the wastewater lines. This is a capital improvements project.

6. Consider awarding contract to Komatsu Architecture for library and fire station designs.  (Casey) We are ready for Komatsu Architecture to begin design on the Library. I would request that you consider approving the Komatsu contract for the new Fire Station subject to purchasing of the land by the City.

7. Consider Resolution R04-17 opposing any school finance or tax system reforms that would negatively affect city revenues and economic development efforts. (Frank) The Legislature is considering legislation that could possibly erode the ad valorem tax rate and sales tax collected by the City. If approved, we will forward the resolution to our representatives and TML.

8. Introduce Ordinance 2004-5 Prohibiting slaughtering of animals in city limits. (Frank) Please see the attached letter from Ms. Gibbs.

9. Taylor Economic Development Corporation (TEDC) Board appointment. (Mayor) Carolyn Mizenmayer’s term is expiring.


ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – May 10, 2004

BRA – Commissioner Limmer has a variance request for platting on the County Commissioner’s agenda tomorrow. If approved, we will move forward on the closing with BRA.

CHICKEN EXPRESS – The survey company has completed the survey and Ted has drafted easements. We are waiting on Mr. Routh and HEB to sign the easement documents. Mr. McBroome has paid $1,000 of the survey cost and $5,000 to Mr. Routh for the transfer of easements to the City.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The committee will meet on May 10th at Taylor Brethren Church at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the thoroughfare and future land use plans.

DICKEY STREET DRAINAGE – According to the County, it appears we will receive the $500,000 grant from the County for the drainage work needed for the Dickey street area. The County is waiting on final approval from HUD.

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – Ted is working on the paperwork to create the 501©3 organization that will take possession of the 75 acres from the County for park expansion. We will have this item on a future agenda for consideration.

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, and I are meeting today to discuss the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) and wholesale water agreement.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT – We are working on an agreement with the Volunteers for their use of the Victoria Street Fire Station.

FIRE STATION – BAER Engineering has been hired to conduct the environmental assessment on the property.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Staff is working on construction contracts for Howard Street improvements. North Drive is bidding on May 14th and will be on the June 22nd Council agenda for consideration.

LOCAL OPTION ELECTION (Liquor by the Drink) – I visited with Mr. Tim Reeves of Beverage Elections out of Dallas. He advised it was too late for his firm to assist with a local option election for September 11th. A September 11th election would require a petition to be submitted to the County Commissioner’s Court no late than June 4th. A notice has to be published, the petition copied and 1,017 signatures obtained prior to the June 4th date. The City cannot spend taxpayer money to hire a firm to help with the election. He estimates a cost for his firm to assist with the election between $15K and $20K.  He does not recommend an election in November due to it being a Presidential election. I called another firm in Dallas, Texas, Petition Strategies, and they agree that there is not enough time for the September election. They will forward a cost estimate to me. A group of citizens would need to raise the funds necessary if they wanted to hire a firm to assist with the election. 

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – Completion is scheduled for July. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Casey and David will be meeting with Gould Evans on April 26th. Gould Evans advised they would make corrections and should resubmit this week.

PARKS MASTER PLAN – The consultant is still collecting the surveys and will begin compiling the data.

RETAIL DEVELOPMENT – Buxton is working on the final list of retailers and restaurants. I have already made contact with a few of the retailers and restaurants. Buxton is working on Phase II and preparing the packets for the ICSC convention on May 22-26. Please see the memo from Joe Fackel in the reports.

SENATE BILL 5 – Please see the memo under the reports folder from TAC – Jeff Canterberry. If you have any questions or concerns, please give mea call.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – Ted and Bob have met and are working on the final wording for the tax abatement policy. 

TCDP WASTEWATER GRANT – This project has bid and is scheduled for Council consideration at the May 27th meeting.

TRUCK ROUTE – According to TxDOT this morning, there is another change in signage for the truck route. Instead of two signs they are going to install four signs. Mike Schultz advised he has to come to Taylor tomorrow to find locations where Hwy. 79 turns into Loop 397 to advise the truckers they are on the right truck route for the Hwy. 95 by-pass. We continue to wait.

