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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on April 8, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock 

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MINUTES – March 23, 2004.

REGULAR AGENDA


PROCLAMATIONS.

Mayor Hill presented proclamations for Public Health Week and Relay for Life Days.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska presented proclamations for The Week of the Young Child and April as Fair Housing Month.

UPDATE ON STATE HIGHWAY 130.

Justin Keener, Public Information Officer with Lone Star Infrastructure, presented an overview regarding the progress on construction of State Highway 130.  He indicated that the project will have some impact on the traffic on Highway 79 at the interchange just West of Hutto and how all communities within the area will be ultimately impacted by the 91 mile project when completed in December, 2007.  He then presented Mayor Pro Tem Maruska with a ceremonial shovel and hard hat from the groundbreaking event late last year and encouraged council members and citizens to follow the progress of the project on the website www.sh130.org.  

DISCUSS USE OF OLD MURPHY PARK SWIMMING POOL AND BATHHOUSE.

Ms. Neta Callahan distributed information to the council regarding potential repair costs for the bathhouse to convert it into a teen activity center.  Council member Mikeska raised questions regarding the actual historic nature of the building and was concerned about the actual costs of such a project, including future liability for the city and management responsibilities of the facility.  Mayor Hill suggested that Ms. Callahan meet with the Parks Master Plan Committee to further this discussion.  Council member McDonald suggested that Ms. Callahan develop more firm costs estimates, actual financial commitments, and a time line to present to the parks group at their next meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to send this request to the Parks Master Plan Committee for further review.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER 2002/2003 AUDIT OF CITY ACCOUNTS

Audit reports were unavailable for consideration at this meeting.  Item was moved to next meeting agenda.

CONSIDER RENEGOTIATING LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY AND CREDIT LINE, INC.
In June 2003 the City entered into a lease agreement with Credit Line, Inc. for the lease of 9,112 square feet of land located adjacent to 1600 N. Main Street.  Since the initial agreement, Mr. Hagler has given at no cost to the City an easement on his property for the regional lift station across north Highway 95 from the new HEB facility.  He requested that the lease be reduced from $1,822.44 to $200.00 per year in exchange for this easement.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to renegotiate the contract as presented.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOTEL/MOTEL 2004/2005 BUDGET.

Shanta Kuhl, Director, Chamber of Commerce, presented the 2004/2005 budget to the council for their review and approval.  Total budget request is for an increase of $3,000 from the last budget year.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the budget as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CONTRACTS WITH YMCA TO OPERATE MURPHY PARK AND ROBINSON PARK POOLS.

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, presented annual contracts between the YMCA and the City for the 2004 season.  Total contract costs for operating Murphy Pool is $56,643.63 and for Robinson $5,743.80.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the contracts as presented.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER TERMINATION OF INTERLOCAL COOPERATION CONTRACT BETWEEN TAYLOR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT (TISD) AND THE CITY.

Mr. Salvato told council that this agreement was presented at the last TISD Board meeting but no action was taken due to a the lack of a quorum and is scheduled to be addressed at their next meeting on April 19.  This agreement was requested by TISD to be terminated in exchange for the land donation for the new library on 8th street and Vance Street.  Council member Mikeska suggested that the TISD consider relocating the basketball courts currently on this property to the tennis courts at the corner of 7th and Davis in an effort to continue to provide this area for youth in the area.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to terminate the contract with the understanding the TISD will do the same at its next meeting.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

RESOLUTION R04-10: Appointment of election judges for May 15 election.
Council reviewed the resolution and Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

RESOLUTION R04-11; ORCA GRANT SIGNATORIES.

Mr. VanTil, Director, Community Development, requested Council to approve this resolution authorizing staff to sign documents related to the ORCA Grant for the Comprehensive Plan.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

RESOLUTION R04-12; AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF OBLIGATIONS AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS REGARDING THE BRA SALE AGREEMENT.

Charles Cunningham, Director, Finance, and Mr. Richard Donoghue, representing McCall, Parkhurst and Horton, presented the resolution and its necessity to move the BRA contract forward.  Mr. Donoghue stated that the closing is scheduled to occur thirty days after the resolution is approved and should be completed by the end of the month.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-2; INCREASING FINES FOR UNSAFE SUBSTANDARD BUILDINGS.

Mr. VanTil explained that the current ordinance has a $500 per day per occurrence limit for unsafe buildings.  This ordinance is a request to amend the current ordinance to fall in line with the state allowed maximum of $2,000 per day per occurrence.  

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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