CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 8, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of March 23, 2004. (Susan)


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:


2. Proclamation for Public Health Week, April 5-10, 2004. 

3. Proclamation for Relay for Life Days, April 16-17, 2004.

4. Proclamation for The Week of the Young Child, April 18-24, 2004 

5. Proclamation for April as Fair Housing Month.

6. Update on State Highway 130 by Lone Star Infrastructure. (George Hernandez) Mr. Hernandez has asked to be on the agenda to update the Council on SH-130.  He plans to present the Mayor with a “ceremonial shovel”.

7. Discuss use old Murphy Park swimming pool and bathhouse. (Mayor Hill) Mayor Hill asked to put this item on the agenda, so you can discuss the item. Of course, you can include Ms. Nita Callahan in the discussion, if you wish.

8. Consider 2002-2003 Audit of City Accounts. (Charles)

9. Consider renegotiating lease agreement between City and Credit Line, Inc. regarding property adjacent to 1600 N. Main. (Frank) Mr. Hagler has asked that the lease agreement be renegotiated. Since the initial agreement, Mr. Hagler has given the City an easement for the regional lift station (HEB) on his property north of town at no cost to the City. He is asking that the lease be for $200.00 per year. Under the current agreement, Mr. Hagler pays $151.87 per month ($1,822.44 /year). The current lease is for 10 years and began July 1, 2002.

10. Consider Chamber of Commerce Hotel/Motel 2004/2005 Budget. (Shanta Kuhl)

11. Consider contracts with YMCA to operate city pools. (Bob) This is the annual contract with the YMCA on operating the pools for the 2004 swim season. Total contract costs, as estimated by the YMCA, are for Murphy Park pool - $56,643.63 and for Robinson Park pool - $5,743.80. 

12. Consider termination of Interlocal Cooperation Contract between Taylor Independent School District and City. (Frank) As discussed during the joint meet between the TISD Board and City Council, this agreement is requested by TISD to be terminated in exchange for the land donation for the new library.

13. Resolution R04-10, Appointment of election judges for May 15 election. (Susan)

14. Resolution R04-11, ORCA Grant Signatories. (Bob) This signatory resolution is a requirement of the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) in conjunction with our planning grant.

15. Resolution R04-12, authorizing redemption of obligations and other related matters regarding the BRA sale agreement. (Charles)

16. Introduce Ordinance 2004-2 Increasing fines for unsafe substandard buildings. (Bob) The current ordinance has a $500.00 per day per occurrence limit for unsafe buildings, staff is requesting that the ordinance be amended to the State allowed maximum of $2,000 per day per occurrence.

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – April 5, 2004

BRA CONTRACT – Staff will be meeting with BRA on April 13th to discuss final changes to the BRA contract and how the changeover might occur if the Council moves forward with the sale of the plant. 

CHICKEN EXPRESS – Mr. Todd Routh and HEB have agreed to dedicate the utilities and easements for the water and wastewater lines around Taylor Plaza to the City. Mr. Routh wants $5,000 for the dedicated lines. Mr. McBroome, with Chicken Express, has agreed to pay the $5,000. We hired a survey company to survey the lines and easement for $4,000. Mr. McBroome has agreed to pay $1,000 of the survey cost.

1935 CITY HALL – I met with the Main Street Board last Thursday night. They asked if I thought the Council would agree with them organizing a maintenance group that would make outside repairs to the 1935 City Hall, including pressure washing, glass repair, rotten wood replacement and painting. I suggested they put together what they would like to accomplish and I would put them on the agenda for your consideration. 

CIVIL SERVICE ELECTION – Staff has put together an estimate of the impact to the budget, audit and/or economic loss due to reduced productivity associated with civil service. We would encourage you to evaluate the information and ask any questions you have. If you request, we would place an item on the agenda to discuss and answer questions. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The committee will meet again on April 12th at City Hall to discuss the thoroughfare and future land use plans.

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – We are in discussions with Commissioner Limmer on the possibility of the County donating a sizable portion of the park for future ballfields, etc. To receive the donation, we should consider Council establishing a 501©3 corporation to hold the land. Texas Parks and Wildlife allows extra points on an application if land is donated. If we receive a future grant, the 501©3 corporation would then transfer the land to the City. The corporation could then be kept viable for future land holdings for the City.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Angelou Economics presented their draft ED plan on Monday, March 29th. They plan to make the draft available for review shortly. A rollout meeting for the completed ED plan is currently scheduled for Saturday, May 1st.

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, advised this week they sent their voluntary ETJ to Hejl, Lee and Associates this week. They hope to have a map of their ETJ shortly.

FIRE DEPARTMENT – We are working on an agreement with the Volunteers for their use of the Victoria Street Fire Station.

FIRE STATION – I should have both earnest money contracts back from the property owners this week. We will then move forward on the environmental assessment and survey.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Bids on Howard Street will be opened the week of April 19th and presented to Council on April 27th. We will be advertising for bids on North Drive next week.

LIBRARY – The termination of the swimming pool agreement is on the agenda. The TISD Board should consider the termination and the land donation at their meeting in April.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – The utility work at the bridges is 98% complete. The bridge construction crews continue the replacement of the new bridges. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Casey reviewed “final plans” for the streetscape project and had comments. The plans were returned to the architect for corrections. The architect resubmitted a portion of the plans for comment. Casey will be reviewing the partial submittals and waiting on the remainder of the plans. We have hopes that this project will bid this fall.

PARKS MASTER PLAN – Approximately 3,000 written surveys will be mailed out into the community the week of April 5th. The results of the survey will be used in the Parks Master Plan.

RETAIL DEVELOPMENT – John Nelson and I will be meeting with a retail developer on Wednesday, April 7th. Buxton should have initial information for our review the week of the 12th of April.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – We have submitted a draft Tax Abatement Ordinance, under reports, for your review and comment. We plan to have the Ordinance on the April 27th agenda for introduction. Please forward any comments to Bob or I. 

TCDP WASTEWATER GRANT – Hejl, Lee & Associates have completed with the design for the Rio Grande wastewater improvements and submitted them to Casey for final review. Casey hopes to advertise this project in late April. These improvements will be paid for out of a $250,000 grant from Texas Community Development Program and City of Taylor $100,000 match.

TRUCK ROUTE – We continue to wait on TxDOT to review the signage.

