The City Council of the City of Taylor met in a joint meeting with the Taylor Independent School District Board on March 9, 2004, 7:00 a.m. Sirloin Stockade, 200 West Lake Drive, Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member John McDonald
Public Works Director Casey Sledge

Council member Tim Mikeska 
Library Director Norma Patschke


Community Development Director, Bob VanTil


City Attorney Ted Hejl

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska Hill called the meeting to order at 7:20 a.m.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER TERMINATION OF INTERLOCAL COOPERATION CONTRACT FOR NEW CITY LIBRARY AT 8TH AND VANCE STREET

City Manager Frank Salvato presented an overview of the contract and requested that the item be moved to the next regular TISD Board meeting agenda for consideration in lieu of the fact that the school board did not have a quorum to take action at this meeting.  He stated that the contract has been written and needs to be reviewed by TISD prior to the next meeting.  Mr. Salvato stated that the item would be placed on the March 23 City Council agenda so that the project could move forward.

DISCUSS TAYLOR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL REALIGNMENT FOR 2004-2005

TISD Superintendent Vickie Phelps said that school enrollment continues to be down this year and a decision has been made to realign the school facilities to better utilize funds and staff.  She noted that the changes include the closing of the Northside Elementary facility resulting in a savings of over $400,000.  This will require the transfer of third grade students from Pasemann Elementary to T. H. Johnson Elementary, which will become 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades and the transfer of pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten students from Northside Elementary to Pasemann Elementary, which will become pre-K, 1st, and 2nd grades.  These changes become effective with the 2004-2005 school year.  

HWY 95/LOOP 397 IMPROVEMENTS

Casey Sledge, Public Works Director, said that HEB and Wal-Mart were making major changes to the corner of Highway 95 and FM 397 per TX DOT including the installation of a traffic signal and additional turn lanes.  Work on the corner intersection is expected to be completed this summer with final road improvements finished spring, 2005.

HOWARD ST. IMPROVEMENTS

Mr. Sledge stated that work on Howard Street should begin in May of this year and improvements will include work from 2nd Street to Lake Drive.  

NORTH DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS


Work on North Drive should begin in June of this year and will include street from Lake to Mallard and on to the Loop, which will result in a new bridge being constructed at the intersection of T. H. Johnson and North Drive.  Work is scheduled to begin as soon as school ends and is expected to be completed shortly after school begins in August of this year.


FUTURE CITY DEVELOPMENT

Bob VanTil, Community Development Director, presented a report regarding projected residential and commercial development for the upcoming year.  He cited planned expansion projects by ERCOT, Laboratory Tops, Carpenter Bedding, and a relocation of the Eckerd’s pharmacy.  In addition, the new Wal-Mart and HEB facilities currently under construction are expected to result in more than 170 additional jobs when they open later this year.  Mr. VanTil noted that while there appears to be a decrease in school enrollment, commercial growth is continuing in the city and the demographics indicate an increase in residential population over the last two years.  

ADJOURN

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska adjourned the meeting at 7:45 a.m.

_______________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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