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	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to introduce an ordinance, which requires that sign variance requests also be submitted to the Main Street Design Committee as part of the sign variance request process.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

This suggestion was generated in response to the variance given to TCAT for their new sign located on the corner of Main Street and 5th Street.

The request from the Design Committee may on the surface appear to add an extra step to the process. However, a variance application takes approximately 20 days to process. This is because notices must be sent to adjoining property owners (within 200 feet) at least 17 days prior to the hearing. At some time during the 17 days, the applicant can meet with the Main Street Design Committee and receive a recommendation for the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

The option to amend the sign ordinance was selected to involve the City Council in the decision-making as opposed to implementing a staff-level policy.

Issues and Analysis

This policy only effects sign variance applications for signs located in the Downtown Sign Area. This geography generally is bounded by 6th street on the north, Washburn Street on the east, 1st Street on the south, and Vance Street on the west.

The Downtown Sign Area was created by ordinance 2003-42 in November of 2003

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable

	4. RECOMMENDATION


The Main Street Design Committee and the Main Street Advisory Board have recommended approval of the attached ordinance.

	5. REFERENCE FILES (Attachments)


Proposed Ordinance 2005-3
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