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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on February 24, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock 

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Pat Quinn, Tom Weirich, Teresa Bailey Weirich, Dan Volek, and Eddie Griffith, Jr. spoke to the council regarding the proposed central Texas regional airport.  Lindsay Nivens addressed the council on the proposal of a skateboard park and Nita Callahan presented information regarding the future use of the old swimming pool bathhouse in Murphy Park.  

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – February 10, 2003, February 12, 2004, and February 16, 2004.
*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of January bills.

REGULAR AGENDA

PROCLAMATION DESIGNATING SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK FEBRUARY 29 – MARCH 6, 2004.  At the request of Governor Rick Perry, Mayor Hill read a proclamation designating February 29-March 6, 2004 as Severe Weather Awareness Week.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOTEL/MOTEL QUARTERLY REPORT.

Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented the annual report for the Hotel/Motel tax receipts.  The report indicated a 30% decrease in tourism revenue for 2003 but contributions from Alcoa and partners who produced a regional brochure added funds back into the program resulting in a balance of $5,516 for the year.  Council accepted the report as presented.

RACIAL PROFILING 2003 REPORT.

Police Chief Jeff Straub presented the 2003 Report for the Department on Racial Profiling statistics.  Chief Straub stated that the statistics vary little from last year and that the department is doing a good job with regards to racial and demographic statistics.  He stated that he plans to implement one more level of statistical analysis in the upcoming year to enhance the data.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska. VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER 2004 STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM.

Casey Sledge, Director, Public Works, presented a list of streets selected for the 2004 Street Maintenance project.  The list of 62 streets includes approximately 10.5 miles and if completed, will result in almost 50% of all streets having some type of improvement since 2000.  Streets selected for 2004 currently have structural integrity and will cost more to repair if maintenance is deferred any longer.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska questioned why the newer streets are already in need of repairs.  Mr. Sledge said that most streets need some type of maintenance after about 7 years. Mayor Pro Tem Maruska requested that city standards should be studied regarding new subdivisions to address the problem of frequent repair.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to authorize bidding of the 2004 Street Maintenance project as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

AWARD BID FOR PURCHASE OF AUTOMATED METER READING SYSTEM.

Casey Sledge, Director, Public Works, recommended to award the bid for purchase of an automated meter reading system to the only bidder, Hughes Supply, Inc. of Austin.  Since the bid came in over the amount budgeted, Mr. Sledge asked the Council to consider either approving the additional money from the current operating budget or the 2003 CO Bonds.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska asked if the bidder could negotiate other costs, such as training, or to reduce the number of drive-by meters to come in within budget.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to award Hughes Supply, Inc. $45,100 with the option to negotiate for training costs to be included in the original bid amount.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

RESOLUTION NO. R04-6.  SUPPORT CARTS AND WCCHD APPLICATION FOR TRANSIT PROGRAM IN TAYLOR. 

RESOLUTION NO. 04 - 6

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION BY THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY AND CITIES HEALTH DISTRICT AND THE CAPITAL AREA RURAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE TO THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY’S URBAN COUNTY PROGRAM FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRANSIT SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF TAYLOR.

Mayor Don Hill recused himself from the discussion.  David Marsh, Executive Director, CARTS program of Williamson County, made a presentation to the council regarding the Williamson County Public Transportation Study with emphasis on how it could potentially affect the community of Taylor.  The five-year plan includes service between Georgetown, Round Rock and Taylor and incorporates the use of the Taylor Train Station as an intermodal stop for passengers to transfer from one route to another.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska stated that he received numerous phone calls regarding this proposed service.  He also cited a recent TEDC Survey that included two questions regarding public transportation and stated that the majority of respondents said that they would not use such a service.  His concern was about spending the money for a service that may not be wanted and may not be used.  Mr. Marsh explained that the funds were dedicated to providing a transit service to a community within Williamson County and that no city funds would need be expended to begin this service.  Marge Tripp, Director, Williamson County and Cities Health District, stated that there is a large population in need of health services with no access to public transportation and this program could be of benefit to them.  Council member Mikeska said he supports public transportation in any form and made a motion to support Resolution No. R04-6 and the application for establishing a transit program in Taylor.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE: Three voted AYE. One NAY by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  Motion passed.  

DISCUSS APPLICATION FOR FY 2004 HUD ENTITLEMENT AND MATCH PROGRAM OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY. 

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, reopened a discussion regarding the application for FY 2004 funding from the HUD Entitlement and Match Program of Williamson County.  The council received the application packet at the last meeting and presented a comments to Mr. VanTil regarding the five-year plan.  It was unclear as to what the city’s commitment is beyond the first year particularly if funding was not awarded the second year on a project that was only partially funded the first year.  It appears that the city would then be responsible for the remainder of the project costs.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to submit the application with a match of $100,000 in the 2004-2005 budget with the understanding that the application process would be reviewed annually.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.   

PUBLIC HEARING AND REQUEST TO WAIVE IMPACT FEE FOR WILLIAMSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICES IN TAYLOR. 

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, presented a request from the Williamson County Health Department to waive impact fees during their renovation of the Taylor facility.  The fees are for the upgrade from a 5’8” to a 2” water meter size.  During the public hearing, Mr. Joe Naizar asked if this was customary for counties to request waivers from city fees and if it had been done before in Taylor.  Mr. VanTil said that it had, on occasion, but not always.  Recent projects where impact fees have been waived include the County Justice Center and the Rodeo Arena in the East Williamson County Park.  The estimated value of this waiver is $6,460.00.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to waive the impact fees for the Williamson County Health Department Taylor office renovation.  Second by council member Gonzales.  VOTE: Four AYE.  One NAY, Council member Mikeska.  Motion Passed.

RESOLUTION NO. R04-7 TO GRANT CONSENT FOR CREATION OF THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 2. 

RESOLUTION NO. R04-7

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, TO GRANT CONSENT TO THE CREATION OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 2, AS CREATED BY THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S COURT PURSUANT TO THE ATTACHED ORDER. 

Mr. Mike Willatt, of Williatt & Flickinger Attorneys at Law, presented a request to the council regarding the creation of the Williamson County Water Control and Improvement District No. 2.  His request includes the adoption of Resolution No. R04-7, which is necessary to grant consent since the water facility, is currently located within the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of Taylor.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska questioned the fact that Mr. Wilbert Vorwerk has property included in the field notes for this request and also currently has a request before the council to be released from an earlier voluntary ETJ inclusion of other property in the same area.  Mr. Willatt was unable to respond to this concern and commented that the request is a result of inaccurate information regarding the ETJ for Taylor and Hutto.  Staff confirmed that the City of Hutto does not have accurate city limits or ETJ information at this time.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to table the request until further information can be obtained.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: Four AYE. One Nay by Council member Gonzales.  Motion passed.

RESOLUTION NO. R04-8  AUTHORIZING SIGNATORIES FOR TCDP GRANT. 
RESOLUTION NO. R04-8

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING SIGNATORIES DESIGNATION FORM FOR TCDP CONTRACT NO. 723791; AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The Texas Community Development Program is requesting the City of Taylor provide a resolution designating signatories for Contract No. 723791.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R04-8.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: 5 AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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