ORDINANCE No. 2005-1

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS “City” PROVIDING REGULATIONS FOR UTILITY DEPOSITS FOR NEW AND EXISTING ACCOUNTS IN THE CUSTOMER’S NAME WITH THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS; AND HAVING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND HAVING A REPEALING CLAUSE.

WHEREAS, the City of Taylor, Texas, desires to adopt an Ordinance regulating utility deposits for new and existing accounts with the City; and


WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the City to allow regulations for City utility deposits.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, that:

SECTION 1.  All of the facts recited in the preamble to this Ordinance are hereby found by the City Council to be true and correct and are incorporated by reference herein and expressly made a part hereof, as if copied herein verbatim.


SECTION 2.  A utility deposit for a new utility service shall not be required if the utility customer requesting such service meets the following criteria: 

a.) the customer requesting the new service maintained a previous account with the City of Taylor for a period of at least 24  months within the previous five years from the date of application for the new account and  

b.) the customer requesting the new service has not previously defaulted in paying for City utility service.    

SECTION 3. If multiple utility services are requested by one customer, the utility customer shall be obligated to pay only one utility deposit for multiple utility services, with that one payment being equal to the deposit required for the largest meter size needed to serve any one or all of the multiple utility services. If the customer requesting multiple utility accounts has previously defaulted in payment of any City utility account, a utility deposit shall be required for each utility account requested.

SECTION 4. City utility customers with over five year’s utility service at the same service address are eligible to have their utility deposits returned to them upon completion of 24 continuous months of payments without delinquency or default. Utility customers that meet the criterion stated in the foregoing may apply for return of their deposit by using the City’s “Request for Return of Deposit Form” which shall be available at the Utility Billing Office. Any utility customer that defaults on a utility payment as defined herein, at anytime after having had their deposit returned, will be required to pay a new deposit in full before their utility service will be restored. 

SECTION 5.  The City Manager shall establish rates, promulgate additional rules and procedures required for utility deposits and accounts that shall be set forth in utility service agreements. 

SECTION 6.  Any utility deposit in any utility account may be used as a payment against a total amount due resulting from a delinquency, default or failure of performance by any utility customer for any utility account established in the name of the utility account holder.  The delinquency, default or failure of performance for any utility account shall entitle the City, without notice to the account holder, to withdraw all or any part of any utility deposit to satisfy any account delinquency, default, or failure of performance of an account holder. A withdrawal from a utility deposit shall not relieve or discharge the account holder from liability and obligation to the City for full and complete payment of any balance due for all utility services furnished by the City.  Further, the City does not waive or relinquish its legal or equitable remedies against an account holder for any delinquency, default or failure or performance for any City utility service by withdrawal from a utility deposit. All utility account holders shall be obligated to pay all attorney fees and costs for collection of utility accounts and may be required to pay interest on all due and unpaid utility accounts at the maximum lawful interest rate from the due date until paid in full. 

SECTION 7.     As used in this Ordinance, delinquency shall mean having a balance due 21 days after the utility bill was issued. Default shall mean an involuntary disconnection of a City utility service. 

SECTION 8.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict, hereby repealed.


SECTION 9.  In the event any clause, phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstances shall for any reason be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect, impair, or invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part declared to by invalid or unconstitutional; and the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas, declares that it would have passed each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts.


SECTION 10.  In accordance with Article VIII, Section 1 of the City Charter, this Ordinance was introduced before the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas, on the ______ day of ____________, 2005___.


PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on this the ______ day of ____________, 2005___.



















_____________________________







Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Susan Brock, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

______________________________

Ted W. Hejl, City Attorney

CERTIFICATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON

I, Susan Brock, being the current City Clerk of the City of Taylor, Texas, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 200__-_____, passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas, on the _____ day of ____________, 200____, and such Ordinance was duly introduced, passed, approved and adopted at meetings open to the public and notices of the meetings, giving the dates, places, and subject matter thereof, were posted as prescribed by Government Code Section 551.043.

Witness my hand and seal of office this the _____ day of ___________, 200____.

______________________________

Susan Brock

City Clerk
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