The following is an Article from the Taylor Daily Press regarding another meeting of the Water Visionary Committee that was held last week.  It provides a fairly comprehensive view of the discussions and conclusions drawn at the meeting with no need for additional information from staff. It should be noted that Ella Jez was in attendance at the meeting along with myself.  I am sure she would be pleased to entertain any questions that any other Council members may have related to this issue as would I. 

Charles Cunningham 
P.S. This article was reprinted with permission of the Taylor Daily Press. 

Water district support evaporates
By Kurt Johnson
The Water Visionary Committee, a group appointed by Williamson County commissioners to study whether a groundwater conservation district should be formed in the county, decided at a meeting Wednesday to recommend that such a district not be formed.
Groundwater conservation districts were authorized by the Texas Legislature in 1999 in order to limit excessive pumping of groundwater because of the "rule of capture," which gives landowners the legal right to extract as much groundwater as they want.
According to Gene Finley of Hutto, chairman of the Water Visionary Committee, Williamson County doesn't have a groundwater depletion problem because 92 percent of the county's water requirements are provided by surface water.
"In addition," Finley said, "Williamson County is an importer of water, not an exporter, which means there is little risk of excess groundwater pumping that would export water outside the county."
If the committee's recommendation against forming a district is accepted by county commissioners, it would postpone formation of a district for at least two years, but in future years a district still might be formed.
"The county has been designated as a Priority Groundwater Management Area (PGMA) by the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)," Finley said, "which means that, because of the growth in the county, we still could be forced to form a district in order to satisfy the state that we're properly governing our water resources."
The state law allowing creation of groundwater conservation districts allows the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to force an area to form a conservation district upon recommendation of the TWDB.
Finley said the two-year time frame before a district would have to be formed buys more time for the county to make its case that such a district isn't needed. According to Finley, if water needs are being addressed adequately through surface water resources and the county continues to be a water importer, the need for a district is diminished.
County commissioners already have made their sentiments known about being forced to form a district. Precinct 3 Commissioner Tom McDaniel said at Tuesday's commissioners court meeting that he doesn't want the county to be encumbered any more than necessary by state bureaucrats.

"TCEQ has rules and regulations but no enforcement," McDaniel said. "We can do without that."
Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman said commissioners should talk with state lawmakers to take action during next year's legislative session so that counties would not have to form conservation districts against their will.
"It not only might not be needed," Birkman said, "it would impose an unwanted tax."
If a district were established, it would have taxing authority and could levy up to 50 cents per $100 property valuation to cover the district's operational expenses.
At a meeting Nov. 24, the Taylor City Council voted not to support the creation of a district, a position that ended up being in the majority when the Water Visionary Committee took its vote on Wednesday.
