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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on November 11, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Donald Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Ella Jez
City Attorney, Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Neta Callahan and Dr. Glenn Lee addressed the Council regarding the old swimming pool and bathhouse in Murphy Park.  

CONSENT AGENDA


1. Minutes from October 14, 2004 and October 20, 2004 


Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve consent agenda items as presented and seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSIDER CALLING FOR BIDS ON 1.77 ACRES ON SOUTHWEST CORNER OF WEST LAKE DRIVE AND NORTH MAIN STREET.

Frank Salvato, City Manager, presented a proposal to consider calling for bids on city property located at the southwest corner of West Lake Drive and North Main Street.  Mr. Salvato reminded council that voters approved the sale of this 5.46 acre site in July 1984 but the land was never sold.  The City was recently approached by a developer who has a buyer interested in building a pharmacy on the land.  Mr. Salvato contacted the Taylor ISD and Pop Warner with the idea and both were in favor of the sale with the opportunity to relocate to a new and safer location with better parking.  Mr. Joe Naizer approached the council to speak against the sale of park land.  He stressed the fact that this is a very prominent corner in the city and if anything is built on this site it will detract from the entrance to Murphy Park.  He added that Council might consider delaying the bidding process until after the Local Option Liquor Election in February so that perhaps a restaurant could have an opportunity to bid on the land and situate its building facing the lake.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the call for bids on no more than three acres of land as described in the proposal with a stipulation that at least $75,000 be paid by the buyer to relocate the existing Pop Warner Football fields to an area near the Taylor Middle School.  Council member Mikeska amended the motion to specify that the bids exclude the Little League and Rotary Fields and that a minimum bid of $9.87/square foot be required with specific use stated in the bid document.  Council member Jez amended the motion to add a statement that the buyer would be responsible for maintaining the pond if included in the property purchased.  The amended motions were seconded by Council member Gonzales.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  
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Five Voted AYE; Motion passed.

CONSIDER CONTRACT AGREEMENT WITH CAPITAL AREA PLANNING COUNCIL FOR AN EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM.

Police Chief Jeff Straub described the proposed contract with the Capital Area Planning Council (CAPCO) for a reverse 911 emergency notification system.  CAPCO is proposing to use Regional Homeland Security grant funds for all non-recurring costs and only charge participating cities the costs to cover monthly recurring and long distance costs.  This valuable service will be available to multiple cities within a specific geographic area. Essentially, he explained, the City will be receiving a $40,000 system for an annual fee of approximately $1,034.00 if all the cities in the specified area participate.  At the present time, there is no effective mechanism in place to notify citizens of an emergency situation; this proposal represents a viable option to the city at a reasonable cost.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to enter into a contract agreement with CAPCO for the emergency notification system.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five Voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-26 ESTABLISHING A REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM.

Mr. Bob Gaines with the Central Texas Library System addressed the council regarding a request to adopt a resolution in support of establishing a regional library system.  Mr. Gaines briefly explained the history of the state library system and how in 1974 the state established ten library districts with the City of Austin overseeing this system.  Currently there are seventy-six member libraries in the Central Texas Library System.  Over the years, the City of Austin has had oversight on how the district funds are allocated and Mr. Gaines stated that member libraries are becoming dissatisfied with how the district funds are being managed.  The resolution would allow member libraries to remove their district from the state system and gain more responsibility for how funds are spent.  Betty Thompson, interim Library Director for the Taylor Public Library, supports this resolution.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution as presented and Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-25 ESTABLISHING RESIDENTIAL ZONING CRITERIA IN NON-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to the ordinance:

ORDINANCE 2004 –25 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING APPENDIX B, ZONING ORDINANCE, OF THE TAYLOR CITY CODE, AS AMENDED, TO ADD SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS TO DUPLEX (D), MULTI-FAMILY (MF), LOCAL BUSINESS (B1), GENERAL BUSINESS (B2), AND CENTRAL BUSINESS (B3) ZONING, PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE, PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE.

Public hearing was opened; no public comment was heard.  The ordinance was declared introduced.

CONSIDER ACCEPTING PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR TRACTOR SUPPLY.

Staff had not received any additional information to present to Council and requested that this item be moved to the next agenda.  Council agreed to pass on this item until staff could provide more information from the builder.

CONSIDER CHANGE ORDERS FOR HOWARD STREET IMPROVEMENTS.

David Simons, Interim Director of Engineering, presented an overview of the Howard Street project and the possibility of needing additional funds to complete the project due to change orders and items not included in the original budget.  Council agreed to pass on this item until more information could be provided regarding these charges.

CONSIDER WATER TANK PAINT DESIGN

Mr. Simons presented examples of potential color options and designs for the Mallard Water Tower.  Council made a preliminary decision to use a duck design and the possibility of adding a second color to the legs of the tower.  Color choices discussed included a beige and a dark forest green for the tower.  Additional colors may be added to the duck design depending on the complexity of the graphic to be used.  No consensus was reached and council agreed to pass on this item until additional details could be provided.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO MAIN STREET BOARD AND AIRPORT BOARD

Council received a written request from the Chairman of the Main Street Board to postpone these appointments until candidate applications could be reviewed.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to appoint Luther Carroll Morrison to a three year term on the Airport Advisory Board.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION ON GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA IN WILLIAMSON COUNTY.

Mr. Salvato presented a proposal by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to create a groundwater conservation district in Williamson County.  The County has been asked to solicit comments prior to future public meetings on the subject.  Council member Mikeska stated that he supports the “right of capture”, Mayor Pro Tem McDonald thinks it may be time to consider such a program, and Council member Jez would like additional information prior to making a decision.  Council agreed to delay any official opinion until additional information can be provided.  

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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