MEMORANDUM

TO:

Frank Salvato, City Manager

FROM:
Bob van Til, Director of Community Development

RE:

Summary of the Williamson County Growth Summit

DATE:

November 15, 2005

The purpose of this brief memorandum is to provide you and the City Council with a summary of the 2005 Williamson County Growth Summit.

The Summit was held on November 2, 2005 in Austin. The Austin Business Journal sponsored it. Approximately 500 people from all over Williamson and Travis Counties attended the Summit. The TEDC purchased a table. Local members who attended the summit represented the TEDC, TISD, the Chamber, and the City.

The focus of the meeting was transportation. More specifically, the SH 130 project and its anticipated impact on the region.

The moderator of the group discussions was Mayor Maxwell from Round Rock. Other members on the panel included Representative Kruse, Williamson County Judge Doerfler, Mayors from Georgetown, Hutto, Leander, Cedar Park, the Executive Director of the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (CTRMA), Mr. Mike Heiligenstein, and Mr. Bob Daigh, who the District Engineer for TXDOT’s Austin area.

In essence, the message about SH130 was that it (the section from Georgetown to Sam Marcus) is expected to be finished on or slightly before schedule and under budget.

Other projects were briefly discussed such as SH 45 and 183a. Mr. Daigh also discussed the impact toll roads will have on our region’s ability to meet transportation needs. Judge Doerfler also mentioned the pass-through tolling projects and recognized Commissioner Limmer’s efforts in obtaining this funding for several projects in the Taylor area. 

In other discussions, the Mayor of Leander explained their plans for a transit-oriented development (TOD) on approximately 2,300 acres of land at the “trail-head” of the CAPMetro’s commuter line.

Other discussions revolved around how local communities are preparing, through their long range plans, for the expected impact SH 130 and other major transportation projects will have on their respective communities. In most cases, the communities are preparing for the growth through their Comprehensive Plans.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
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